Philosophical Grounding of Paradigms in Research

	
	Positivism/Post-Positivism
	Constructivism
	Emancipatory

	Ontology

(Nature of Reality)
	· One reality

· Reality knowable within probability
	· Multiple socially constructed realities
	· Multiple realities influenced by social, political, cultural, economic, gender, etc.

	Epistemology

(Nature of knowledge, relationship between knower and what can be known)
	· Objectivity is important

· One “body of knowledge”

· Researcher manipulates and observes in a dispassionate, objective manner
	· Knowledge is socially constructed

· Framework/values are made explicit

· Interactive link between researcher and participants/context


	· Knowledge is socially, historically, culturally situated

· Interactive/activist link between researcher and participants/context



	Methodology

(Approach to systematic inquiry)
	· Quantitative

· Interventionist

· Decontexualized
	· Qualitative

· Hermeneutical

· Dialectical

· Contextual features important


	· Qualitative (primarily)

· Quantitative (can be applied)

· Contextual/historical features important as they relate to oppression

	Methodology

(Purpose for conducting research)
	· Predict

· Test

· Measure

· Prove

· Disprove
	· Understand

· Construct meaning from participants’ perspectives
	· Promote social change

· Liberate

· Emancipate

· Critique

· Take political action

	Axiology
(Value and judgment)
	· Value free/theoretically influenced

· Suspend judgment until statistical tests prove/disprove
	· Judgment is based upon consensus of participants and researcher

· Varies upon theoretical framework/values held by researcher


	· Judgment is the experienced oppression by participants or “beliefs in action” of participants

· Framed by beliefs/values of all participants
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