Typology of sampling strategies in qualitative inquiry

	Type of Sampling
	Purpose

	Maximum variation 
	Documents diverse variations and identifies important common patterns

	Homogeneous
	Focuses, reduces, simplifies, facilitates group interviewing

	Critical case
	Permits logical generalization and maximum application of information to other cases

	Theory based
	Finding examples of a theoretical construct and tereby elaborate and examine it

	Confirming and disconfirming cases
	Elaborating initial analysis, seeking exceptions, looking for variations

	Snowball or chain
	Identifies cases of interest from people who know people who know what cases are information-rich

	Extreme or deviant case
	Learning from highly unusual manifestations of the phenomenon of interest

	Typical case
	Highlights what is normal or average

	Intensity
	Information-rich cases that manifest the phenomenon intensely, but not extremely

	Politically important cases
	Attracts desired attention or avoids attracting undesired attention

	Random purposeful
	Adds credibility to sample when potential purposeful sample is too large

	Stratified purposeful
	Illustrates subgroups; facilitates comparisons

	Criterion
	All cases that meet some criterion; useful for quality assurance

	Opportunistic
	Following new leads; taking advantage of the unexpected

	Combination or mixed
	Triangulation, flexibility, meets multiple interests and needs

	Convenience
	Saves time, money, and effort, but at the expense of information and credibility


(Source: Miles, M. B. & Huberman, A. M. Qualitative data analysis, 2nd Ed., Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, p. 28)
