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Powergen
headquarters

coventry
1991-1994

Electrical generation company uses less

The simple form and straightforward 
plan encourage chance encounters and 
the exchange of information (AR, 1995).  
Simple east-west running rectangle with 
extensive external louvres on southern 
elevation.  A luminous central atrium 
provides ventilation and daylight to 
conserve energy (AR, 1995).  Thermal 
mass, stack ventilation, and night flush 
cooling meet cooling needs for all but 
hottest months (Bennetts).  Narrow 
open office bays separated from atrium 
by concrete columns to promote light 
exchange and prevent sound reflec-
tions (AR, 1995).  Heat from IT equip-
ment used in building heat system (AR, 

1995).
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British telecom
alexander graham 

bell house
Edinburgh park

1996-1999
An internal street, complete with a 

daylit atrium and internal garden, aids 
in passage and workflow.  Open zones, 

team zones, break out zones, and 
touchdown areas, rather than con-

verntional departmentalized offices, 
improves productivity (SUST, 2006) 
.  Extensive natural daylighting was 

important to the client and architect 
not only to save energy, but to link the 
occupants to the outdoor environment 

(SUST, 2006).  External louvres re-
duce glare and excess solar gain (SUST, 
2006).  Mechanical displacement venti-
lation is employed to reduce incoming 
outside noise.  Cool air is introduced 

at the floor to waft away heat and CO2 
(SUST, 2006).
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“If every building had a good fa-
çade, sun-shading, thermal mass, 
and a simple and flexible servic-
ing system, emissions would be re-
duced greatly” (Yarrow, 2008). 

“Intelligent Buildings not only em-
braces the expected - smart materi-
als, mechanical louvres or comput-
erised control systems - but also the 
unexpected in the form of design and 
project management, new working 
methods and, inevitably, sustainabil-
ity. This lack of precision gives the im-
pression that almost anything at the 
leading edge of today’s design and 
construction industry constitutes an 
Intelligent Building.”(Bennetts, 2005)

design
philosophy

some IDEAS we 
architects 

should 
embrace

“While such savings can be achieved 
by simple, unobtrusive measures, it 
seems to be the badges of eco-building 
that have captured the interest of many.  
‘Politicians want the symbols and the 
gestures,’ says Rab.  ‘The GLA wants so-
lar panels and wind turbines.  You might 
be able to save ten percent of emis-
sions by using renewables, but I would 
rather save 50 percent first by good de-
sign.  There are lots of passive measures 
such as ground source heat pumps 
and common-sense ventilation that 
work extremely well” (Yarrow, 2008).

Loch Lomond, Gateway and 
Orientation Center, Dumba-
tonshire (Bennetts)
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office 
location

and transport

1 Rawstorne Place
London EC1V 7NL

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7520 3300
Fax: +44 (0)20 7520 3333

mail@bennettsassociates.com

EDINBURGH
3 Boroughloch Square

Edinburgh EH8 9NJ
Telephone: +44 (0)131 667 7351
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edin@bennettsassociates.com

Bennetts Associates is accessible by a 
35 minute walk or a 27 minute com-
bined walk and underground commute
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