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David Chipperfield

Background 
 1953 Born in London, UK
 1978 Diploma in Architecture, ARchitectual Association, UK
 1978-84 Worked for Douglas Stephen, Richard Rogers, and Nor 
   man Foster 
 1985 Established David Chipperfield Architects
   Founder member of 9H Gallery, London, UK
 1992-97 Trustee of the Architecture Foundation, London, UK

   Teaching
 Taught as a Visiting Professor at:
  Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. USA
  Ecole Polytechnique, Lausanne, Switzerland
  London Institute, UK
 TAught as a Professor at:
  Staatliche Akademie der Bildenden Kunste, Suttgart Germany
 Mies van der Rohe Chair, Barcelona School of Architecture, Spain
   

  Awards and Prizes
 81’ Schinkel Prize, special mention - 90’ Brithish Design and Art  
 Direc tion Award ; Andrea Palladio Award for the Toyota Auto Kyoto  
 building, Kyotot, Japan; British Design and Art Direction Award; Fi 
 nancial Pantone Colour Award - 98’ AIA Award(UK) for KaistraBe  
 Studios, Dusseldorf, Germany; RIBA Regional Award for the RIver  
 and Rowing Museum, Henley-on-Thames, UK etc...
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Design Philosophy
 The work of David Chipperfield Architects is based upon a solid 
foundation of design excellence, budget and programme control, pro-
ficient project management and the achievement of best value and ar-
chitectural quality.  Working directly with architectural teams, David 
Chipperfield is actively involved in the design and supervision of each 
project from the initial concept stage, through planning, construction 
and completion.

The practice is driven by a consistent philosophical approach, not a 
predetermined house style. As a result it aims to create specifically de-
tailed buildings that are intimately connected to context and function. 
We believe that high quality design results from the continuity of the 
design process and intensive dialogue with the client, consultants, con-
tractors and end users. We work closely together to ensure the best 
results are achieved through a synthesis of concept, beauty and func-
tional integration.

Based in London and Berlin, the practice is multilingual and multicul-
tural, youth is balanced with experience. The practice employs over 100 
staff from 16 countries, speaking over 22 different languages, they are 
the practice’s greatest resource and their diversity is crucial to the on-
going broadening of design vision from within.

The work of the practice has been published extensively, including sev-
eral books and numerous articles in journals and newspapers. The prac-
tice’s work has also been regularly exhibited internationally. 
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Important Works....Not that all of his works aren’t important

 

 River and ROwing Museum,
 Henley-on-THames (1989-97)
  Inspired by local river boathouse and the traditional wooden  
 barns of Oxfordshire- a simple and clear architectural idea that  
 could easily be understood in context with its immediate neighbors.  
 It is a carefully crafted manifestation of long, parallel, oak-clad  
 forms and lead-coated roofs. Houses a significant collection of  
 rowing boats, catalogueing the history of the sport, the River and  
 the town of Henley. Clad in untreated green oak timber - a wood  
 that hardens and effectively weathers with age so as to further   
 align the building with a local vernacular.

 BBC Scotland, Glasgow
 (2001-05)
  Located alongside the abandoned Govan docks on an exposed  
 plot of land dominated by the expanse of the River Clyde and the  
 mountains of the Scottish Highlands to the north. Faced with this  
 open landscape, the design of the building had to find ways to es 
 tablish its own sense of place and satisfy the demands of the BBC  
 for a contained yet publicly accessible building.  The response   
 through out all of the design decisions was to integrate each of 
 the building’s elements, avoiding a back-of-house atmosphere for  
 technical areas, and the compartmentalization of common spaces,  
 so that the building can absorb and reveal the diversity of its   
 uses. 
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Other Works of Note

American Works
FIgge Arts Center, Davenport Iowa

Bryant Park Hotel, New York, NY

 

Product Design
Airframe Furniture

 Sofas, tables desks etc.

 
 
Urban Planning
David Chipperfield Architects is an
international practice which has 
worked on urban schemes, large 
and small, in Germany, Italy Japan, Spain and the USA as well as the 
UK. Among their most prestigious projects are the Neues Museum on 
Berlin’s Museumsinsel, and the regional headquarters for the Bundes-
bank in former East Germany. They won competitions for the extension to 
Venice’s San Michele Cemetery and the Palace of Justice in Salerno, and 
have been appointed as architects for the Davenport Museum of Art in 
Iowa.



David Chipperfield

References

 

 Chipperfield, David. David Chipperfield Architectural Works 1990-
2002. New York, New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2003.

 Chipperfield, David. “David Chipperfield Architects”. <http://www.
davidchipperfield.co.uk/>.

 “In Britain, money and marketing are what matter most”. Guardian 
Unlimited. <http://arts.guardian.co.uk/critic/feature/0,,1647463,00.
html>.

 “REVITALIZING THE EUROPEAN CITY”. Seele. <http://www.arplus.
com/conferences/ARconference/Introtoconference.htm>.

 



David Chipperfield

Getting to David Chipperfield London OFFice
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Walking Directions

 


