Department of Animal and Veterinary Science

Student Code of Conduct
Purpose:


 The purpose of this document is to provide the student with guidelines conducive for establishing a good rapport and working relationship with instructors in AVS courses.  The intention of this document is not to intimidate or reprimand the student, but rather to provide direction for the student to acquire good life skills for learning and success.  Responsibilities that are placed upon the student in courses throughout the university are very similar to responsibilities that will be expected of you when you enter the career fields.  An important element to success in school, and life in general, is learning to be disciplined with your time so that goals can be achieved.  Learning to commit yourself to your responsibilities can become a habit that will benefit you throughout your life!

Attendance:

Professors in courses value your attendance in class for every class period.  Attendance is an indication that the student is dedicated and has an appreciation for the subject material of the course.  Your attentiveness will help you gain the respect of your professors.  Also, it is extremely disrespectful to your professor to sleep or to talk with other students sitting next to you during lecture presentations; this is common sense.  

Professors are committed to provide a meaningful educational opportunity by presenting pertinent information every time the class is scheduled to meet.  If you are budgeting your time responsibly, you can manage the work load from all of your courses without skipping even an occasional class.  Inevitably, skipping a class in one course to study for another will be counterproductive to your overall success as a student.  Do not skip class!!

Assignments:


Assignments in most courses will have a definite due date.  It is extremely important for students to learn to respect the deadlines and to remain conscientious of how much time will be required to complete an assignment before the deadline.  For large assignments, students are encouraged to not wait until the day before a deadline to begin the project.  Completing assignments on time is another indication that the student is dedicated to achieving success in a course a will be very helpful in building respect between the student and the instructor.


Students who do not complete work on time should expect to suffer consequences (that is certainly what can be expected when you are employed in the career field).  A common schedule for late assignments would be 10 percent deduction per each day for 4 school days, after which the assignment will not be accepted.  Instructors may exercise discretion in accepting late assignments because of illness, funerals, or other legitimate reasons.  Students should not expect to receive extra time to complete an assignment in one course because of a multiple assignments and exams in their other courses.

Exams and Quizzes:

Just as assignments have deadlines, there are definitive dates when students are expected to be prepared for exams and quizzes.  As with other responsibilities described in this document, preparedness for exams is critical in establishing a level of respect with the professor.  Students should not expect to be excused from exams for reasons other that illness or to attend a funeral.  Students attending university-approved field trips or extra-curricular activities are expected to communicate with the instructor and identify a time to take missed exams or quizzes.  Students should take exam dates very seriously and not expect be receive special treatment in rescheduling exams.

Honesty


Perhaps most importantly, the student should complete the responsibilities of each of their courses with honesty and integrity.  Plagiarism has become more common with the abundance of information available in electronic form, such as what is available on the Internet; plagiarism in any form is not acceptable.  Cheating on exams and assignments is indicative of a lack of respect for the professor and for the student’s own education.  Don’t cheat!!

Commitment of the Instructors:


Successful training of students requires a two-way commitment by the instructors and students alike.  Just as instructors expect students to be dedicated to training for their careers, students should know that professors in the AVS department are likewise dedicated to providing an education that is pertinent to the student achieving their goals in an animal science career.  Our professors are committed to our individual subject areas and we provide the information to the students to the best of our ability.  Success of the student should be student-dependent rather than instructor-dependent.


Evaluating a student’s progress and performance is very difficult and often depends on subjective measures.  Professors in the AVS department are committed to fairness for all students.  A student’s success in a course is based not solely on performance on assignments and exams, but also on demonstrated ability to foster a good relationship with the professor and with their peers.  Performance evaluation based on some level of subjective criteria exists in the classroom and in the real world.


Professors in the AVS department want the very best for you in your future and are available to help you achieve your career objectives.

