Dairy Cattle Management

UI–AVS 472; WSU-AS 472

Reproductive Management in Replacement Heifers and Dairy Cows

Instructor:
Amin Ahmadzadeh



Lectures: M, W, F 7:30 to 8:20

Office:

210 Ag Science Building, U of I

E-mail: amin@uidaho.edu

Phone:
885-7409

Objective:

The overall objective of this segment is to offer the student an opportunity to gain adequate basic and practical knowledge in reproductive management of cattle to achieve a desirable reproductive efficiency and maximize profitability of dairy operation.

Having successfully completed this section, the student will be able to:

1) Define and explain all the terms and vocabulary that pertain to reproductive management, efficiency, and performance     

2) Discuss factors affecting efficiency of reproduction in dairy herd

3) Identify reproductive problems in a herd based on production management records

4) Discuss management policy and practices to establish management action which can improve reproductive performance and efficiency in a herd

Reference material:

Large Dairy Herd Management, Van Horn and Wilcox 1992

Handouts and Dairy Guidelines

Lecture topic:

Terminology

· Reproductive efficiency, voluntary waiting period, heat detection efficiency, conception rate, pregnancy rate, days open, calving interval, etc.

Primary objective of reproductive management

· Source of financial loss due to poor reproductive efficiency 

· Calf crop, milk production, profitability 

· Costs for calculating reproductive losses

Factors affecting reproductive efficiency

· Dry cow and transition period


· Early postpartum period (Fresh cow), body condition, and negative energy balance

· VWP, heat detection, conception and pregnancy rate

· Semen storage and handling, AI expertise 

· Herd health

Evaluation of reproductive performance (production records) and on farm goals

· Services per conception, average days open, calving intervals, average days to first breeding, average days in milk, reproductive culling, conception and pregnancy rate, cows bred multiple times  

Management strategies for improving reproductive efficiency and on farm goals

· Breeding management of replacement heifers

· Managing milking herd, early postpartum mgt., breeding group, days open mgt.,

· Estrus detection, control of estrous cycle, and herd breeding program

· Optimal and realistic goals 

