
The University 
 
The University of Idaho was created in 1889 by a statute of the 15th territorial legislature.  Commonly known as the 
university charter, that act became part of the state constitution when Idaho was admitted to the Union in 1890. 
 
The university is a publicly supported comprehensive land-grant institution with principal responsibility in Idaho for 
performing research and granting the Doctor of Philosophy degree.  The liberal arts and sciences, offered through the 
College of Letters, Arts and Social Science and the College of Science, are the heart of the university's educational 
programs.  The primary areas of statewide responsibility of the university are agriculture, architecture, engineering, 
natural resources, mining and metallurgy (including international programs in those areas), foreign languages, and 
law. 
 
Additional university responsibilities include programs in business, economics, and education as well as the regional 
medical and veterinary medical education programs in which the state participates. 
 
To assist with its statewide mission, the university maintains resident instruction centers in Coeur d'Alene, Boise, and 
Idaho Falls, extension offices in 42 of Idaho's 44 counties, research and extension centers in Aberdeen, Caldwell, 
Dubois, Kimberly, Moscow, Parma, Salmon, Sandpoint, Tetonia, and Twin Falls, and field stations at McCall, Point 
Springs, and the Taylor Ranch in central Idaho.  Through its international programs, the university extends its 
services to many other countries. 
 
Over 18,000 students from all states and more than 90 foreign countries choose programs from a vast array of 
disciplines.  Strong undergraduate programs are coupled with nationally recognized research and scholarly 
achievements.  There are more than 750 faculty members in teaching and research, and 1,500 staff and professional 
personnel. 
 
The University Library and the Law Library contain over 2 million items of books, bound periodicals, microforms, and 
U.S. government publications.  These resources, together with the libraries at Washington State University (eight 
miles to the west), equal those of major metropolitan areas. 
 
The Moscow campus and adjacent farms cover nearly 800 acres.  Other university lands, including the nearby 
university farms and experimental forests, exceed 10,000 acres. 
 
The university is proud of its friendly campus atmosphere and sense of community.  For example, the tradition of 
"Hello Walk" leading to the Administration Building dates from the 1920s, when the university president greeted 
students and members of the faculty and staff with a warm hello and friendly smile on his way to work.  The university 
has granted 92,253 degrees since its founding, including 2,650 to the 2003-2004 graduating class. 
 
The feeling of camaraderie that pervades the campus extends to Moscow, the university's "hometown."  It is a thriving 
community of 21,000 friendly people located in the northern part of the state about 90 miles southeast of Spokane, 
Washington. 
 
Moscow is the gateway to a natural wonderland.  The surrounding Palouse hills and the mountains and lakes of 
northern Idaho provide a scenic background for university facilities.  Skiing, boating, and other outdoor recreation 
resources are available within easy driving distance.  They include the Sawtooth and Hells Canyon national 
recreation areas, Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness, and scenic rivers such as the Snake, Clearwater, 
Salmon, Lochsa, and Selway. 
 
The university is a member of the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges and is 
accredited by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges.  Additional approval or accreditation for specific 
programs has been granted by the following organizations:  American Association of Collegiate Schools of Business, 
American Bar Association, American Chemical Society, American Dietetics Association, Association of American Law 
Schools, Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology, Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs, Computer Science Accreditation Commission of the Computing Sciences Accreditation Board 
(bachelor's degree in computer science), Council on Rehabilitation Education, National Association of Schools of Art 
and Design, National Architectural Accrediting Board, American Society of Landscape Architects, National 
Association of Schools of Music, National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education, Society of American 
Foresters, Society for Wood Science and Technology, Society for Range Management, National Association of 
School Psychologists, the Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs, and the 
National Recreation and Park Association Council on Accreditation. 
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SBOE Mission Statement – University of Idaho 
 
1. Type of Institution 
The University of Idaho is a research II, land-grant institution committed to undergraduate and graduate-research 
education with extension services responsive to Idaho and the region's business and community needs.  The 
university is also responsible for regional medical and veterinary medical education programs in which the state of 
Idaho participates. 
 
The University of Idaho will formulate its academic plan and generate programs with primary emphasis on agriculture, 
forestry, mining and metallurgy, engineering, architecture, law, foreign languages, teacher preparation, and 
international programs related to the foregoing.  The University of Idaho will give continuing emphasis in the areas of 
business and education and will maintain basic strengths in the liberal arts and sciences, which provide the core 
curriculum or general education portion of the curriculum. 
 
2. Programs and Services (listed in order of emphasis) 
 
Baccalaureate Education: 
Offers a wide range of baccalaureate degrees and professional programs. 
 
Graduate-Research: 
Offers a wide range of masters, doctoral and professional programs and also coordinates and conducts extensive 
research programs that are consistent with state needs. 
 
Extension Services, Continuing Education and Distance Learning: 
Supports extension offices throughout the state in cooperation with federal, state and county governments, provides 
life-long learning opportunities and uses a variety of delivery methods to meet the needs of select, yet diverse 
constituencies in the state and region. 
 
Associate Education: 
None 
 
Certificates/Diplomas: 
None 
 
Technical and Workforce Training: 
None 
 
3. Constituencies Served 
The institution serves students, business and industry, the professions, and public sector groups throughout the state 
and region as well as diverse and special constituencies.  The university also has specific responsibilities in research 
and extension programs related to its land-grant functions.  The University of Idaho works in collaboration with other 
state and regional post-secondary institutions in serving these constituencies. 
 
 
Purpose, Functions, and Objectives of the University of Idaho 
 
The highest aspiration of a university is to imbue the human mind with knowledge, tolerance, and vision, and to 
stimulate a lasting attitude of inquiry.  The University of Idaho shares this aspiration with universities everywhere.  
The particular purpose, functions, and objectives of the university have been defined as follows: 
 
Purpose.  In the widest sense, the purpose of the University of Idaho, a publicly supported comprehensive land-grant 
institution, is to serve the people of the state and nation as a major center for the preservation, advancement, and 
transmission of knowledge.  Deriving from this purpose are the functions to be performed and the objectives to be 
achieved through the interaction of the various components and publics of the university. 
 
Basic Functions and Objectives.  Since its founding, the functions of the university have been viewed as threefold--
teaching, research, and service.  The broad objectives relating to these functions are, respectively:   
 
1. To offer undergraduate and graduate academic programs of excellent quality in the liberal arts and sciences and 

in many professional disciplines so that qualified students may develop into responsible, thinking citizens, 
provided with a sound general education, prepared for a lifetime of learning, and equipped with the professional 
and technical skills needed by society. 
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2. To add to knowledge through research, scholarship, and creative activities in both fundamental and applied 

fields, and to seek ways of applying that knowledge to the betterment and enrichment of humanity. 
 
3. To make readily available to all people of the state the results of research and the rich heritage of human culture 

embodied in the arts and sciences. 
 
Unique Functions of the University.  As a part of the coordinated system of higher education that encompasses the 
state universities and college and the public community colleges, the University of Idaho has historically had certain 
unique functions.  Specifically, the university serves the state as: 
 
1. Its comprehensive land-grant institution, with primary statewide responsibility for instruction, research, extension, 

and public service in agriculture, architecture, engineering, forestry and wildlife, law, mining and metallurgy, and 
in designated areas in the arts and sciences, business, and education. 

 
2. The institution with principal responsibility for research, research-oriented graduate education, and the granting 

of the Ph.D. degree.  As a concomitant of this responsibility, UI's faculty members conduct research as a clearly 
defined element of their professional duties. 

 
3. The institution responsible for the state's role as a partner in regional cooperative programs in medical and 

veterinary medical education. 
 
4. A center for professional education, operating accredited professional programs in architecture, chemistry, 

education, engineering, forestry, family and consumer  sciences, law, music, and wildlife, fishery, and range 
sciences, and also offering comprehensive programs in the preparation of public-school teachers, administrators, 
and counselors. 

 
 
General Honorary Societies 
 
The university has long possessed nationally recognized marks of excellence, including chapters of national honorary 
and scholarship societies in practically every specialized field and chapters of the following general honorary 
societies:  Phi Beta Kappa (since 1926), Phi Kappa Phi (since 1960), Sigma Xi (since 1922), and Golden Key (since 
1990). 
 
Phi Beta Kappa.  To qualify for nomination to Phi Beta Kappa, a candidate must have a major in the College of 
Letters, Arts & Social Sciences or the College of Science.  They must have achieved a cumulative UI grade-point 
average of at least 3.50 as a senior or 3.75 as a junior, and have fulfilled the following distribution requirements: 
humanities (a minimum of 7 semester credits); laboratory sciences and/or mathematics (10 semester credits); social 
sciences (minimum of 7 semester credits); foreign language (16 credits of a single foreign language through the 
intermediate level, or 4 full years of high school language).  In addition to these minimum requirements, candidates 
will be determined by other factors such as citizenship and scholastic rigor.   
 
Phi Kappa Phi.  To qualify for nomination by the local chapter of Phi Kappa Phi, a candidate must be (1) registered 
at UI for at least one year and (2) enrolled in the final period of his or her junior year and rank scholastically in the 
upper 5 percent of the class or a senior enrolled in a course of study leading to a baccalaureate degree and rank 
scholastically in the upper 10 percent of his or her class. 
 
Sigma Xi.  To qualify for nomination to associate membership in Sigma Xi, a student must have shown marked 
aptitude for research in some field of pure or applied science.  An associate member must have shown noteworthy 
achievement as an original investigator in some field of pure or applied science to qualify for nomination to full 
membership. 
 
Golden Key National Honor Society.  To qualify for membership in Golden Key, a student must have junior or 
senior standing and must have a cumulative grade-point average that falls in the top 15 percent of the junior and 
senior classes.  Transfer students who have completed at least 25 semester credits at the University of Idaho and 
meet the grade-point average requirements also qualify for membership. 
 
 
Libraries 
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The University Library and the Law Library hold over 2 million items.  The libraries receive 10,700 serials and add 
over 100,000 items annually.  There are subscriptions to 100 newspapers, including all Idaho newspapers and 
representative papers from around the U.S.  The library is a regional depository for U.S. and Idaho state government 
documents and U.S. patents, and is a designated Earth Science Information Center. 
 
The library's collections emphasize the land-grant traditions of the basic sciences, agriculture, and the natural 
resources while maintaining supporting collections in the humanities and social sciences.  The Special Collections 
and Archives Division is rich in collections of Pacific Northwest and Idaho state history, including books, photographs, 
and historical maps.  The archives contain personal papers and records of families, politicians, educators, authors, 
and business records of lumber companies, mines, and railroads.   
 
The library building was expanded and remodeled in 1993, resulting in essentially a new library facility.  The library is 
air-conditioned and is open 8 a.m. to midnight daily during the school terms. 
 
Library services are fully computerized, and the library has subscriptions to numerous automated indexes, services, 
and electronic journals and books.  There are 180 public-access computers within the library, and all library computer 
resources are fully accessible in all campus computing labs and off-campus over the Internet 24/7. 
 
There is a reciprocal use agreement between the UI Library and the Washington State University Libraries located in 
Pullman, eight miles away, giving students immediate access to the equivalent of library resources in many urban 
areas.  The library cooperates with institutions throughout the Pacific Northwest.  Overnight delivery services ensure 
rapid delivery of items held throughout the area. 
 
The library operates a staffed photocopy service that will make black and white or color photocopies from library 
materials, as well as enlargements, reductions, and copies on special paper.  Self-service machines located 
throughout the building accept coins, debit cards, or charges to university budgets. 
 
 
Art Galleries 
 
The galleries serve the university, community, state, and region and are the principal facilities emphasizing the visual 
arts in northern Idaho.  The University Gallery occupies the main floor of Ridenbaugh Hall on campus (corner of 
Blake Street and Campus Drive) and the work of University Undergraduate and Graduated students studying in the 
disciplines of Art & Design, Architecture, and Landscape Architecture is exhibited here during the academic year. The 
Prichard Art Gallery is located at 414/416 South Main Street in downtown Moscow; it is open throughout the year.  All 
gallery programs and exhibitions are open to the public and no admission is charged. 
 
Through the galleries' rotation of exhibits, visitors may see examples of the full range of visual arts, including 
traditional and experimental art media, as well as decorative and applied design.  The objectives of these galleries 
are to provide opportunities for local, regional, and national artists and students to exhibit their work, and a means by 
which visitors' awareness and appreciation of the arts is heightened. The galleries also serve as an excellent teaching 
device.   Ties between the university and local and regional communities are strengthened by the outreach efforts of 
the Prichard Art Gallery. 
 
In addition to exhibitions of work by artists of international, national, and regional repute, exhibitions mounted each 
year at the Prichard Art Gallery traditionally include those by faculty members and graduate students from the 
College of Letters, Arts & Social Sciences.  Public receptions held in connection with some exhibitions, occasional 
musical performances presented at the galleries, seminars with guest artists and lecturers, and the A.R.T. Gallery 
Connections Docent Program (K-12), are ways in which the gallery serves the university and the community. 
 
The gallery facilities and programs are administered through the College of Letters, Arts & Social Sciences. 
 
 
Information Technology Services (ITS) 
 
ITS provides the university community with information technologies and support to complement its teaching, 
learning, research, telecommunications, and outreach activities, as well as serve administrative operations.   The ITS 
main office is located in the UI Administration Building, Room 140, phone 208/885-6721.  Some services provided by 
ITS include: 
• Help Desk services – including technical assistance through telephone, e-mail, and walk-in support.  The Help 

Desk can be visited at Admin. 133 or reached at 208/885-APAL (208/885-2725) or helpdesk@uidaho.edu. 
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• Student Computer Labs – located throughout the Moscow campus with a mix of 600 Pentium and Macintosh 
computers, also computer access for individuals with disabilities.  Some labs are open 23 hours a day. 

• V-Mobile – new technology leasing program for students currently offering laptops  http://vmobile.uidaho.edu 
• Wireless Laptop Checkout – available in the Idaho Commons and Library. 
• Campus Wireless Network – is available in the core of campus.  The wireless network utilizes the 802.11b 

network standard. 
• Center for Teaching Innovation – providing both high-end tools and high-level instruction to faculty and staff 

interested in using technology 
• Technology Enhanced Classrooms – support and training for the university's media-enhanced classrooms. 
• Media Center – providing media presentation equipment to campus and off-campus users. 
• Creative Services and Print Management – offers complete solutions for design and layout, photography, 

imaging, printing for large and small scale projects, copying, and binding services. 
• Telephone Services – providing complete telephone service and support to the Moscow campus. 
• Management Information Systems – which aids in the analysis, maintenance, and installation of purchased 

software for administrative clients. 
• Video Production Center – provides services for development and distribution of media-rich materials to 

enhance and expand teaching, training, research, outreach, and the cultural experience at the University of 
Idaho. 

• Network and Systems – provides network and server-based services including: e-mail; Internet access; high-
speed campus data network; wide-area network connecting university sites across Idaho; server-based personal 
and shared file space; print queues; wiring and fiber optics for data and voice networks. 

 
The ITS web page can be found on the World Wide Web at http://www.uidaho.edu/its and provides detailed coverage 
of the functions and services of this unit. 
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