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K – Academic Honors 
 
K-1.  Graduation with Honors.  Candidates for baccalaureate degrees are graduated with honors if they satisfy 
ONE of the following conditions.  Note:  Graduation with honors is determined at the point in time when the degree is 
posted to the student’s academic record based upon the student’s grade point average at that time.  Grade 
corrections subsequent to the posting of the degree will be processed by the Registrar’s Office but will not impact the 
honors designation for the student. 
 

(1) Their cumulative UI grade-point averages are as specified in K-1-a, K-1-b, or K-1-c and they have earned at 
least 56 credits in UI courses OR 

 
(2) Both their cumulative UI grade-point averages AND their grade-point average from all sources (the overall 

GPA on Banner) are as specified in K-1-a, K-1-b, or K-1-c, and they have earned at least 32 credits in UI 
courses. 

 
No credits earned through correspondence study, bypassed courses, credit by examination, College Level 
Examination Program, experiential learning, or technical competence may be counted among these 56 or 32 credits.  
Candidates for the degree of Juris Doctor are graduated with honors under the same conditions, except the grade-
point average considered is based exclusively on the student's record in the College of Law.  Honors are not awarded 
with degrees earned through the College of Graduate Studies. 
 

K-1-a.  Candidates whose grade-point averages would place them within the top 3 percent of graduates from 
their respective colleges over the preceding five years are graduated summa cum laude (with highest 
distinction). 
 
K-1-b.  Candidates whose grade-point averages would place them within the top 6 percent (but below the top 3 
percent) of graduates from their respective colleges over the preceding five years are graduated magna cum 
laude (with great distinction). 
 
K-1-c.  Candidates whose grade-point averages would place them within the top 10 percent (but below the top 6 
percent) of graduates from their respective colleges over the preceding five years are graduated cum laude 
(with distinction). 

 
K-2.  Dean's List. Undergraduate students who are registered for at least 12 credits (10 in the College of Law) and 
attain a grade-point average of 3.50 (3.00 in the College of Law) for a given semester are placed on lists prepared for 
the college deans. [Note: The 3.50 GPA is based on 12 graded credit hours (GPA hours) and does not include 
courses graded pass/fail.] These lists are publicized within UI and are distributed to news agencies. 
 
 
L – Academic Standing, Probation, Disqualification, and Reinstatement 
 
L-1.  Academic Standing for Undergraduate Students.  Students are considered to be in good academic standing 
when they have a semester and a UI cumulative grade-point average of 2.00 or higher. 
 
L-2.  Academic Probation for Undergraduates. 
 

L-2-a.  At the end of a semester, undergraduate students who do not attain a UI cumulative grade-point average 
of 2.00 are placed on academic probation for the next semester of enrollment and are referred to the appropriate 
academic dean for advising.  The effect of this probationary status is to serve notice that if a student's cumulative 
record at the end of the next semester in residence is unsatisfactory he or she will be disqualified and ineligible to 
continue at UI. 
 
L-2-b.  Students on academic probation who attain a UI cumulative grade-point average higher of 2.00 or higher 
are automatically removed from probation. 
 
L-2-c.  Students on academic probation who attain a semester grade-point average of 2.00 or higher during the 
next or subsequent semester after being placed on probation, but whose cumulative grade-point average is still 
below 2.00 remain on academic probation. 
 

L-2-d.  Because final grades for a probationary term may not be available until after a student has registered for 
an ensuing term, such registration must be considered tentative until the student's academic standing may be 
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determined.  If the student is disqualified at the end of the probationary term, the registration for the ensuing term 
is invalid and will be cancelled unless the student is reinstated (see L-4). 

 
L-3.  Disqualification for Undergraduates. 
 

L-3-a.  Students on academic probation with less than 33 cumulative net credits will be disqualified if their 
semester grade-point average falls below a 2.00 and their UI cumulative grade-point average falls below a 1.80. 
Students in this group with a semester grade-point average below a 2.00 and a UI cumulative GPA between 1.80 
and 1.99 will remain on probation. 
 
L-3-b.  Students on academic probation with 33 or more cumulative net credits will be disqualified at the end of a 
probationary semester if both their UI cumulative grade-point average and their semester grade-point average are 
below 2.00.   
 
L-3-c.  To reregister after being academically disqualified, students must be reinstated 
 
L-3-d.  Because final grades for a probationary term may not be available until after a student has registered for 
an ensuing term, such registration must be considered tentative until the student's academic standing may be 
determined.  If the student is disqualified at the end of the probationary term, the registration for the ensuing term 
is invalid and will be cancelled unless the student is reinstated (see L-4). 

 
L-4.  Reinstatement for Undergraduates. 
 

L-4-a.  After a first disqualification, students may be reinstated (i.e., have their eligibility to continue restored) by 
petition to and favorable action by the college in which they are enrolled OR by remaining out of UI for at least 
one semester.  Summer does not qualify for a semester lay-out period. 
 
L-4-b.  After a second disqualification, students may be reinstated at any time only by petition to and favorable 
action by the college in which they are enrolled. 
 
L-4-c.  Students disqualified for a third time may be reinstated only after successful petition to the college in 
which they are enrolled and the Academic Petitions Committee. 
 
L-4-d.  Students who have been reinstated may continue to register on probation so long as they attain a 2.00 or 
better grade-point average for each semester following a disqualification. 
 
L-4-e.  Students who are disqualified and reinstated are reinstated on academic probation. 

 
L-5.  Academic Warning for Undergraduates.  Students not on probation who attain a grade-point average below 
2.00 during a given semester without dropping below a UI cumulative grade-point average of 2.00 receive an 
academic warning.  Although this does not affect their academic standing or their eligibility to register, the students 
are referred to the appropriate academic dean for advising. 
 
L-6.  Summer Session.  Disqualification at the end of a spring semester does not affect a student's eligibility to 
continue in the immediately ensuing summer, but to register in any subsequent term the student must be reinstated. 
 
L-7.  Fresh Start.  Qualified undergraduate students who wish to reenter the university in a specific degree program 
after a period of absence will be allowed a "Fresh Start" as described below. 
 

L-7-a.  To qualify for a Fresh Start, students (1) must not have been enrolled in any college or university as a full-
time matriculated student for at least the five years immediately before applying for the program, (2) must have a 
UI cumulative GPA of less than 2.00, and (3) must be approved for the program by the college dean that 
administers the academic program they wish to pursue. 
 
L-7-b.  Once the student has completed an additional 24 credits of course work with a Fresh Start cumulative 
GPA of at least 2.00 and has been in the program at least two semesters, the cumulative GPA will be reset to 
0.00 as of the time of admission to the Fresh Start Program. 
 
L-7-c.  Students in the Fresh Start Program will be allowed a maximum of six credits of "W" during the first two 
semesters after admission to the program.  If the Fresh Start is successfully completed, the count for the 20-
credit limit on withdrawals (see C-2) will be reset to 0 as of the time of admission to the Fresh Start Program. 
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L-7-d.  University probation and disqualification regulations apply throughout the Fresh Start process. 
 
L-7-e.  To graduate with honors, a student in the Fresh Start Program must have at least 56 credits in UI courses 
after the Fresh Start (see K-1).  Fresh Start Program participants are eligible for the dean's list (see K-2) on a 
semester-by-semester basis. 
 
L-7-f.  Application forms and explanatory materials are available at the Registrar's Office. 

 
L-8.  Regulation L does not apply to graduate or law students.  See the College of Graduate Studies section of Part 4 
for information on probation, disqualification, and reinstatement of graduate students.  See the College of Law 
Announcement for information for law students. 
 
 
M – Attendance, Repeated Absences, Field Trips, and Official Student Travel 
 
M-1.  Attendance.  Students are responsible for class attendance; in all cases of absence, students are accountable 
for the work missed.  In the case of officially approved absence and on the request of the student, the instructor is 
obligated to provide an opportunity for the student to make up for missed work.  In general, an absence is considered 
"official" when the student is:  (a) participating in an approved field trip or other official UI activity (e.g., athletics, 
debate, music, or theatre arts); (b) confined under doctor's orders; (c) called to active military duty during emergency 
situations; or (d) granted a leave of absence from UI for reasonable cause by his or her academic dean. 
 
M-2.  Repeated Absences. In courses where a substantial amount of the content can be mastered only or primarily 
through class participation, regular and punctual attendance is essential and may, therefore, be reflected in grading.  
Instructors will make clear at the beginning of each course the extent to which grades are dependent on attendance.  
Instructors may report to the registrar students who are repeatedly absent from classes (a form is available from 
departmental and college officials).  Absences may be considered excessive when their number equals or exceeds 
the number of credits in a particular course. 
 
M-3.  Field Trips and Official Student Travel.  "Field trip" is defined as any required, course-related student travel 
that exceeds 25 air miles from the campus or conflicts with other classes that the students involved are taking.  (A trip 
taken within 25 air miles during the class scheduled for the particular class or at a time that does not conflict with 
other classes the students involved are taking is a "local trip," not a "field trip.") 
 

M-3-a.  Missed Class Work.  Students participating in field trips, as defined above, or other official UI activities 
are responsible for conferring in advance with the instructors of any classes that will be missed in order to be 
eligible for making up missed class work.  (See M-1.) 
 
M-3-b.  Approval of Course-Related Field Trips.  Administrative approval for course-related field trips will be 
obtained by the person in charge of the trip as follows: 

 
(1) Each field trip as identified in the catalog course description requires prior approval by the department in 

accordance with divisional procedures (application for approval should be made at least one week before 
the expected departure). 

 
(2) Each field trip NOT identified in the catalog course description requires prior approval by the departmental 

administrator, the dean of the college, and the provost (application for approval should be made at least two 
weeks before the expected departure). 

 
M-3-c.  Approval of Other Official Student Travel.  Administrative approval for official student travel that is 
NOT course related is obtained from the vice president for student affairs (application for approval should be 
made at least two weeks before the expected departure). 
 
M-3-d.  Costs.  When a college can cover all or part of the cost of a course-related field trip from allocated funds, 
the college should do so.  If the college cannot cover the cost, or a portion thereof, the cost (or remaining portion) 
must be borne in proportionate share by the students in the course.  Students missing required field trips 
identified in the catalog course description must pay their proportionate shares. 
 
M-3-e.  Field-Trip Completion Deadline.  All field trips and other UI-approved student travel must be completed 
before 7:30 a.m. on the fifth day of classes before the start of final examinations. 
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M-3-f.  Unofficial Student Travel.  UI student accident insurance does not cover injuries sustained in the course 
of travel unless the travel has been officially authorized by the appropriate UI agent. 
 
M-3-g.  Vehicle Information.  Information concerning privately owned vehicles (registration, insurance, driver's 
license, etc.) to be used for field trips or other official student travel must be filed in the Risk Management Office 
(Rm. 209, Admin. Bldg.).  Administrators of departments and divisions are responsible for ensuring that the 
required information is filed before the initial use of each privately owned vehicle in a given academic year. 

 
M-4.  Accommodation of Religious Observances in the Administration of Examinations.  When tests or 
examinations fall on days objectionable to a student because of religious beliefs, the student should contact the 
instructor as soon as possible.  The instructor may require the student to submit a concise, written statement of the 
reasons for the request.  If the request appears to be made in good faith, the instructor should make alternative 
arrangements for the administration of the examination or test.  If the instructor believes the request not to be in good 
faith, or if the instructor and the student are unable to agree on arrangements, the student or the instructor should 
seek the assistance of the departmental administrator, dean, or provost, in that order. 
 
M-5.  Drop for Non-attendance.  Students are responsible for notifying their instructors through the Registrar when 
extenuating circumstances not covered as an officially approved absence as defined in M-1 prevent their attendance 
during the first week of the semester.  Instructors may drop students who have not attended class or laboratory 
meetings nor notified the instructor through the Registrar by the end of the sixth business day following the start of 
the class.  Valid reasons for missing classes do not relieve the student of making up the work missed. 
 
 


