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Department of Rangeland Ecology and Management 
 
Karen L. Launchbaugh, Dept. Head (205B CNR Bldg. 83844-1135; phone 208/885-6536).   Faculty:  Stephen C. Bunting, 
James L. Kingery, Ronald Robberecht, Kenneth D. Sanders, Eva K. Strand, Lee A. Vierling. 
 
 
The term RANGELAND was invented in the United States to describe the extensive, unforested lands dominating the western half 
of the continent.  Rangelands around the world are known by many names including prairie, plains, grassland, shrubland, savanna, 
steppe, desert, semi-desert, sward, tundra, and alpine.  These many types of rangeland together form about half of the earth’s land 
surface.  Idaho is 48% rangeland.  Limited precipitation, generally sparse vegetation, sharp climatic extremes, highly variable soils, 
frequent salinity, and diverse topography characterize the kind of land called RANGELAND. 
 
Rangelands produce a wide variety of goods and services desired by society, including livestock forage, wildlife habitat, water, 
mineral resources, wood products, wild-land recreation, open space, and natural beauty.  The geographic extent and many 
important resources of rangelands make their proper use and management vitally important to people everywhere. 
 
The Department of Rangeland Ecology and Management in the College of Natural Resources offers a program leading to a 
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Rangeland Ecology and Management with career tracks in rangeland conservation, restoration 
ecology, invasive species, watershed management, riparian ecology, wildlife habitat ecology, and landscape ecology.  The 
Department also offers a B.S. degree in Range-Livestock Management which focuses on sustainable livestock production.  In 
addition, the Department offers a B.S. Degree in Fire Ecology and Management in cooperation with the Forest Resources 
Department.  Studies in rangeland ecology and management are founded on a solid understanding of biology, ecology, soils, and 
vegetation.    Field study and evaluation of plant and animal communities are integral parts of the curriculum in rangeland ecology 
and management.  Internships with public land management agencies and private livestock enterprises add to the educational 
opportunities in the program. 
 
Rangeland managers enjoy careers with a variety of private organizations and government agencies. State and federal land 
management agencies, such as the US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and State Departments of Lands, hire 
rangeland professionals to oversee the management of public rangelands. Wildlife management agencies also hire range managers 
to maintain and improve wildlife habitat. Private land owners employ range consultants and managers to oversee livestock 
operations, enhance hunting programs, maintain forage resources and control weeds. Biological assessment companies require the 
careful measurement and assessment of vegetation resources, therefore they often hire rangeland professionals. A growing number 
of rangeland professionals work as natural resource facilitators to bring rangeland stakeholders together to craft plans for 
environmental stewardship. The Rangeland Ecology and Management Department at the University of Idaho holds a record of 
greater than 85% of students graduating with a B.S. in the last 10 years securing careers in natural resource management or 
advancing to graduate school. 
 
Because of the extent, character, and importance of Idaho's rangelands, excellent opportunities exist for graduate study in all 
phases of rangeland use and management. Graduate students may earn a Master of Science degree in Rangeland Ecology and 
Management or the Doctor of Philosophy degree in Natural Resources.  The graduate program allows for a diversity of courses from 
a variety of fields such as rangeland ecology, wildlife, animal science, soils, agricultural economics, forestry, fire ecology and others. 
 
Prospective students interested in rangeland ecology and management urged to contact the departmental office for further 
information (208/885-6536; range@uidaho.edu; www.uidaho.edu/range/). 
 
 
Courses 
 
See Part 6 for courses in Rangeland Ecology and Management (REM). 
 
 
Undergraduate Curricular Requirements 
 
RANGELAND ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT (B.S.Rangeland Ecol.-Mgt.) 
 
Required course work includes the university requirements (see regulation J-3) and: 
 
First and Second Years 
Biol 115  Cells and the Evolution of Life (4 cr) 
Biol 116  Organisms and Environments (4 cr) 
Biol 213  Principles of Biological Structure and Function (4 cr) 
Chem 101  Introduction to Chemistry I or Chem 111  Principles of Chemistry I (4 cr) 
Chem 275  Carbon Compounds (3 cr) 
Comm 101  Fundamentals of Public Speaking (2 cr) 
Econ 201, 202  Principles of Economics (6 cr) 
For/CSS 235  Society and Natural Resources (3 cr) 
Math 143 Pre-calculus Algebra and Analytic Geometry or Math 160 Survey of Calculus (3-4 cr) 
REM 102  Opportunities in Rangeland Ecology and Management (1 cr) 
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REM 221  Ecology or For 221  Ecology or (3 cr) 
REM 251  Principles of Range Resources Management (2 cr) 
Soil 205, 206  The Soil Ecosystem and Lab (4 cr) 
Stat 251  Principles of Statistics (3 cr) 
 
Third and Fourth Years 
Biol 341  Systematic Botany (3 cr) 
CSS/ForP/For/REM 470  Interdisciplinary Natural Resource Planning (3 cr) 
Engl 317  Technical Writing or Engl 313  Business Writing (3 cr) 
Fish 430  Riparian Ecology and Management or Fish 435  Wetland Ecology and Management (3 cr) 
Geog 385  GIS Primer (3 cr) 
REM 351  Wildland Plant Identification Field Studies (3 cr) 
REM 357  Rangeland and Riparian Habitat Assessment (3 cr) 
REM 440  Wildland Restoration Ecology (3 cr) 
REM 452  Western Wildland Landscapes or For 429  Landscape Ecology (2 cr) 
REM 456  Integrated Rangeland Management (3 cr) 
REM 459  Rangeland Ecology (2 cr) 
REM 460  Rangeland Ecology Current Topics and Field Studies (1 cr) 
Soil 454  Soil Development and Classification (3 cr) 
 
Students must also complete 19 credits of advisor approved electives in emphasis areas that include:   Restoration Ecology, Field 

Botany, Spatial Ecology, Watershed Science, Wildland Fire Management, Invasive Plant Management, Wildlife Habitat 
Management, Tribal Land Management, Rangeland Economics, Natural Resource Communication, and Environmental 
Consulting.  

Electives to total 128 credits for the degree 
 
ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION BIOLOGY (B.S.Ecol.Cons.Biol.) 
 
For information on an undergraduate major in ecology and conservation biology, see the Natural Resources section (Part 5). 
 
FIRE ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT (B.S.Fire.Ecol.Mgmt.) 
 
Graduates of the degree will be trained to work as leaders in fuels management, fire prevention, fire suppression, and fire 
management in rangeland and forests. This degree is administered jointly with the Forest Resources Department. 
 
For information on an undergraduate major in fire ecology and management, see the Fire Ecology and Management section (Part 
5). 
 
RANGE LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT (B.S.R.L.M.) 
 
The major in range livestock management provides training in animal science with a sound background in the relationship between 
animals and plants and is intended for students interested in the management or operation of range and pasture beef cattle or 
sheep operations. 
 
For information on an undergraduate major in range livestock management, see the Department of Animal and Veterinary Science 
section. 
 
Academic Minor Requirements 
 
RANGELAND ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT MINOR 
 
REM 221  Ecology or For 221  Ecology or (3 cr) 
REM 251  Principles of Range Resources Management (2 cr) 
REM 353  Rangeland Plant Identification and Ecology (3 cr) 
REM 459  Rangeland Ecology (2 cr) 
REM 460  Rangeland Ecology Current Topics and Field Studies (1 cr) 
Two of the following courses (5-6 cr): 

REM 357  Rangeland and Riparian Habitat Assessment (3 cr) 
REM 440  Wildland Restoration Ecology (3 cr) 
REM 452  Western Wildland Landscapes (2 cr) 
REM 456  Integrated Rangeland Management (3 cr) 

One of the following courses (or a course not chosen above) (3 cr): 
AVS 474  Beef Cattle Science (3 cr) 
AVS 476  Sheep Science (3 cr) 
For 426  Wildland Fire Ecology and Management (3 cr) 
For 462  Watershed Management (3 cr) 
PlSc 338  Weed Control (3 cr) 
PlSc 410  Biology of Weeds (3 cr) 
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REM 454  Rangeland Week Management (3 cr) 
Soil 454  Soil Development and Classification (3 cr) 
WLF 314  Wildlife Ecology I (3 cr) 

 
 
Graduate Degree Programs 
 
Candidates must fulfill the requirements of the College of Graduate Studies and of the College of Natural Resources  See the 
College of Graduate Studies section of Part 4 for the general requirements applicable to each degree. 
 
Master of Science.  Thesis and non-thesis options are offered.  (A) Thesis option:  General M.S. requirements apply except that the 
thesis requirements may be fulfilled by a publication(s) at the discretion of the candidate's supervisory committee.  (B) Non-thesis 
option:  General M.S. requirements apply.  A written and/or oral examination that covers graduate course work must be taken during 
the final semester in residence.  One or more professional papers may be required at the discretion of the candidate's supervisory 
committee.  The non-thesis degree is designed primarily for candidates with background experience in some area of range resource 
use or management. 
 
Doctor of Philosophy.  The Ph.D. degree is available with a major in natural resources.  General Ph.D. requirements apply; see 
the Natural Resources section for details. 
 
 

Religious Studies 
 
Janice Capel Anderson, Acting Coordinator (405 Morrill Hall 83844-3016; phone 208/885-6065).   Faculty:  Janice Capel 
Anderson, Ginna M. Babcock, Ivan Castaneda, Rodney Frey, Walter A. Hesford, Ellen E. Kittell,  John A. Mihelich, Louis A. 
Perraud, Laura Putsche, Sean M. Quinlan.   Affiliate Faculy:  Sharon Kehoe. 
 
 
The academic study of religion has deep roots in Western intellectual history. One cannot adequately grasp the full dynamics of 
world culture without attending to the role of religion.  In the last hundred years scholars in the West have paid increasing attention 
to non-Western religions and to the category of "religion" itself as a dimension of human experience. 
 
Religious studies courses do not encourage or discourage religious belief; rather, they engage in the academic study of religion as a 
crucial element of human culture.  Religious studies employs a variety of methods including anthropological, sociological, historical, 
philosophical, phenomenological, literary, and linguistic approaches.  The principal goal of religious studies is submitting sacred 
texts and traditions to descriptive, analytical, critical, and empathetic scrutiny. 
 
In terms of employment potential, a religious studies minor primarily serves a student in the same way that history or philosophy 
might.  It increases a student's understanding of persons and cultures.  Key liberal arts skills in close reading, analysis, research, 
and oral and written communication are central to religious studies.  Some students will use religious studies to enhance their 
chances of acceptance in graduate programs in areas such as anthropology, sociology, social work, international relations, history, 
or various area studies.  Others may use the minor as a broadly based stepping stone for professional training in theological 
seminaries or rabbinical schools. 
 
 
Courses 
 
See Part 6 for courses in Religious Studies (RelS). 
 
 
Academic Minor Requirements 
 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES MINOR 
 
Courses in religious traditions chosen from the following (at least 3 cr in Asian and Pacific Religious Traditions and at least 3 cr in 
Western Religious Traditions) (9 cr): 
 
Asian and Pacific Religious Traditions 

Hist 180  Introduction to East Asian History (3 cr) 
Hist 485  Chinese Social and Cultural History (3 cr) 
Phil 307  Buddhism (3 cr) 
Phil 308  Confucianism and Taoism (3 cr) 
RelS 204/404  Special Topics related to this category 

 
Western Religious Traditions 

Hist 442  The Medieval Church (3 cr) 
Hist 447  The Renaissance (3 cr) 



Part5-r  Pg. 4 of 4 

Hist 448  The Reformation (3 cr) 
Phil 302  Biblical Judaism:  Texts and Thought (3 cr) 
Phil 303  Early Christianity:  Texts and Thought (3 cr) 
RelS 204/404  Special Topics related to this category 

 
Courses in approaches to religious studies and religion and culture chosen from least 3 cr in Religion and Culture (9 cr): 
 
Approaches to Religious Studies 

Anth 327  Belief Systems (3 cr) 
CORE 116  Core Discovery: The Sacred Journey: Religions of the World or CORE 166  Core Discovery: The Sacred Journey: 

Religions of the World (3-4cr) 
Engl 375  The Bible as Literature (3 cr) 
RelS 204/404  Special Topics related to this category 
Soc 422  Religion, Culture & Society (3 cr) 
Soc 414  Development of Social Theory (3 cr) 

 
Religion and Culture 

Anth 329  North American Indians (3 cr) 
Anth 422  Plateau Indians (3 cr) 
Art 100  World Art and Culture (3 cr) 
Art 208  Italian Renaissance Art and Culture (3 cr) 
FLEN 210  Introduction to Classical Mythology (3 cr) 
FLEN 441  Ancient Greek Civilization (3 cr) 
FLEN 442  Civilization of Ancient Rome (3 cr) 
Hist 101-102  History of Civilization (6 cr) 
Hist 457  History of the Middle East (3 cr) 
Phil 240  Belief and Reality (3 cr) 
Phil 320  History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy (3 cr) 
Phil 321  History of Modern Philosophy (3 cr) 
RelS 133  Religion and Family (2 cr) 
RelS 204/404  Special Topics related to this category 

 
Foreign languages appropriate to the minor are strongly recommended.  For example, Japanese or Chinese is recommended for 
concentration in Asian and Pacific traditions, and Greek or Latin for those focusing on Western traditions. 
 
 


