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VISUAL SYLLABUS



WHY A VISUAL SYLLABUS?

• Makes a strong first impression

• Nobody enjoys reading “terms and conditions”

• Conveys information succinctly 

• It’s novel, thus engaging

• Higher rates of student confidence in instructor

• http://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/cgi/vie

wcontent.cgi?article=1634&context=ij-sotl

http://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1634&context=ij-sotl


THE “RULES” OF A 
VISUAL SYLLABUS

• Keep it simple

• Limit text

• Divide and conquer 

• Map it out

• Pick a theme

• Be bold

• Chart it / List it

• Sign post with images

• Keep the requirements 

• Show your personality

• Design in your comfort zone

• Get creative

• Design with accessibility in mind

https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/gradhacker/give-your-syllabus-extreme-redesign-new-year

https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/gradhacker/give-your-syllabus-extreme-redesign-new-year


THINK ABOUT WHAT 
YOUR ASSIGNING 

• OERs (open educational resources)

– Mine other people’s hard work! Just make sure to credit 

them.

– Share your own course materials when you’re ready

• Videos, podcasts, or online exhibits instead of readings

– Kanopy

– Vimeo

– Youtube

• What is NEW and interesting to you?

– Blogs

– News articles

– Zines

– Newsletters

• Pop culture is RELEVANT!



HELPFUL HINTS

• Use University of Idaho branding as your base template

• Use on online graphic designer software like Smore or 

Piktochart

• You can covert to an image in word, power point, and 

illustrator

• Post as a .pdf or .jpeg on BbLearn to preserve formatting 

• Initial time investment is high

https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/brand/templates
https://www.smore.com/educators?ur=landing_page_educators_promotion_wide
https://piktochart.com/


E X A M P L E S :

F L OW  C H A RT  O F  

L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S

https://www.chronicle.com/blogs/profha

cker/graphic-display-of-student-learning-

objectives/27863

https://www.chronicle.com/blogs/profhacker/graphic-display-of-student-learning-objectives/27863


EXAMPLES:

• http://www.tonahangen.com/2011/01/syllabus-makeover/

• http://www.tonahangen.com/wsc/us2/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/112.Spr11.pdf

http://www.tonahangen.com/2011/01/syllabus-makeover/
http://www.tonahangen.com/wsc/us2/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/112.Spr11.pdf


EXAMPLES:

• http://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1634&context=ij-sotl

http://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1634&context=ij-sotl


EXAMPLES:

• https://thevisualcommunicationguy.com/2017/08/14/how-to-turn-your-syllabus-into-an-

infographic/

https://thevisualcommunicationguy.com/2017/08/14/how-to-turn-your-syllabus-into-an-infographic/


OTHER USEFUL RESOURCES:

• Syllabus Bloat: https://slate.com/human-interest/2014/08/college-course-syllabi-theyre-too-

long-and-theyre-a-symbol-of-the-decline-and-fall-of-american-higher-ed.html

• Hand Drawn Syllabus: http://spinweaveandcut.com/education-home/

• Big Idea syllabus: http://myteachingnotebook.com/index.php/2015/08/28/rethinking-the-syllabus/

• Visual Syllabi and Alternatives: http://www.allegravillarreal.com/?p=367

• Turn your syllabus into an infographic: https://ltlatnd.wordpress.com/2014/08/26/turn-your-

syllabus-into-an-infographic/

https://slate.com/human-interest/2014/08/college-course-syllabi-theyre-too-long-and-theyre-a-symbol-of-the-decline-and-fall-of-american-higher-ed.html
http://spinweaveandcut.com/education-home/
http://myteachingnotebook.com/index.php/2015/08/28/rethinking-the-syllabus/
http://www.allegravillarreal.com/?p=367
https://ltlatnd.wordpress.com/2014/08/26/turn-your-syllabus-into-an-infographic/


R E M E M B E R :

Y O U  D O N ’ T  
H A V E  T O  
R E I N V E N T  T H E  
W H E E L




