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CAPRIFOLIACEAE
Lonicera utahensis Wats
Lout2

Utah honeysuckle

FORM: Widely branching, low to medium shrub, 1
(3-7f1) tall.

STEMS: Dull grey, fine stringy bark and solid white pith.

BUDS: Opposite, several-scaled, light brown (1).

LEAVES: Opposite, deciduous, simple, entire, elliptic to
ovate, 2-Gem (1-2in) long, smooth above and smooth or
hairy below.

FLOWERS: Light yellow, trumpet-shaped pair, 1-2em (lin)
long, borne in leaf axils; May-July.

FRUIT: Bright red, united twin berries (2), lom thick;
edible but insipid.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Symphoricarpos albus, p.76, hollow,
dark pith; Lonicera caerulea (sweetberry honeysuckle),
riparian; Lonicera ciliosa (western trumpet honeysuckle),
vine; and Lonicera involucrata (bearberry honeysuckle),
flowers subtended by two purple bracts.

NOTES: Most widespread upland honeysuckle species in
northern Idaho.
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ARALIACEAE
Oplopanax horridum (Smith) Mia.
Ophe

Devil's club
FORM: Densely spiny shrub, 1-3m (3-10ft) tall with thick,
pithy stems, ARMED with numerous yellow spines (1)
5-10mm long

LEAVES: Alternate, deciduous, palmate maplelike leaves,
7-9 lobed, margins coarsely serrate, bright green,
10-38cm  (4-15in)  broad with numerous spines on

underside veins.

FLOWERS: Small, greenish-white in a terminal raceme up to
25em (10in) long; May-July.

FRUIT: An inedible, bright red, flattened berry.
SIMILAR SPECIES: Rubus parviflorus, .68, unarmed

HABITAT: Near streams and subirrigated forest sites,
north of the Middle Fork Clearwater River drainage.
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Phma

ROSACEAE
Physocarpus malvaceus (Greene) Kuatze
Phma

ninebark

FORM: Spreading to ercct, medium shrub, 5-20dm (2-7ft)
tall with angled branches.

BARK: Loose, shreddy; brown to grey.

LEAVES:  Alternate, ~deciduous with 3 palmate lobes,
maplelike, doubly foothed, 3-Gem (1-2in) wide, pubescent
dark green above, paler with copious starlike hairs
beneath.

FLOWERS:  Numerous small, white flowers in terminal
cluster; May-July.

FRUIT: Generally a pair of brown, many seeded, hairy
follicles (1).

SIMILAR  SPECIES:  Physocarpus  copitatus  (Pacific
ninebark), larger shrub with 3-5 smooth follicles (2), a
coastal disjunct in Idaho, mostly found on non-glaciated
sites from Cocur d' Alenc south to the Clearwater River
canyon;  Holodiscus  discolor,  p.46; and  Ribes
viscosissimum, p.62.
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CAPRIFOLIACEAE
Symphoricarpos albus (L.) Blake
Syal

common snowberry

Erect, rhizomatous shrub, 1-2m (3-7ft) tall.
STEMS: Opposite, twigs very slender; older stems have
shreddy, greyish bark with hollow, brownish ).
LEAVES: Opposite, deciduous, elliptic, 2-5cm (1-2in) long,
entire or with a few teeth; leaves on new shoots may
have variable shapes, some resemble small oak leaves (2),
FLOWERS: White to pinkish, bell-shaped, 5-Tmm long (3),

in fow-flowered racemes; May-July
FRUIT: White, spherical, berrylike, 6-15mm diameter;
persistent into fall and winter; considered poisonous.
SIMILAR SPECIES: Lonicera utahensis, p.49, white, solid
pith; and Symphoricarpos mollis, p.77, a trail
stoloniferous shrub.
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Spbel

ROSACEAE
Spiraea betulifolia var. lucida (Douglas.) Hitchc.
Spbel

spiraea, shiny-leaf spiraea

FORM: Strongly rhizomatous, glabrous, medium shrub,
20-60cm (8-24in) tall.

STEMS: Erect, slender, light yellow-brown and smooth,
not hairy; aging to reddish-brown.

LEAVES: Alternate, deciduous, ovate, 2-7cm (1-3in) long,
generally coarsely toothed above middle, dark green on
upper surface, slightly pale below, side veins of leaf
bend toward apex.

FLOWERS: Dull white in flat-topped corymbs, 3-8cm (1-3in)
broad; June-July.

FRUIT: Glabrous follicles, 3mm long (1).

SIMILAR SPECIES: Spiraea species; or young Amelanchier
alnifolia, p.36, different leaf serration and venation
patterns.

NOTES: Most common Spiraea species in northern Idaho.
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Vaca

ERICACEAE =
Vaccinium caespitosum Michx.
Vaca

dwarf huckleberry
FORM: Low shrub, 15-30cm (6-12in) tall.

STEMS: Round in cross-section, hairy twigs yellowish-
green to reddish-brown, usually zigzagged.

LEAVES: Alternate, deciduous, oblanceolate, 1-3cm (1in)
long and half as broad, light green, margins serrate.

FLOWERS: Whitish to pink, narrowly urn-shaped, 5-Gmm
long; single in axils; May-July.

FRUIT: Sweet, glaucous-blue berry, 5-8mm broad

SIMILAR  SPECIES:  Vaccinium  scoparium, p.82; or
Vaccinium Conspectus, p.78.
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Vagl Vame

ERICACEAE
Vaccinium globulare Vaccinium membranaceun
Rydb. Dougl.
Vagl Vame
blue huckleberry big huckleberry
globe huckleberry thin-leaf blueberry

FORM:  Spreading shrub, 4-10dm (1-3ft) tall.
STEMS: ~Older bark greyish and shreddy young twigs
somewhat angled
Vagl:  greenish-yellow.
Vame: yellow-green.
LEAVES: Alternate, deciduous, 2-4cm (1-2in) long, finely
serrate
Vagl: ovate with rounded tip (1)
Vame: ovate with pointed tip (2).
FLOWERS: Single in axils.
Vagl: pale pinkish-yellow, globuler (3), broader than
long, 6-7mm long; May-June.
Vame: yellow-pink urn-shaped (4), longer than broad,
6mm lfong: April-June.
FRUIT: Delicious, edible berry, 6-8mm broad
Vagl: glaucous bluish-purple.
Vame: purple or dark purplish-red.
NOTE: Vagl and Vame are considered ecological equivalents
in northern Idaho.
SIMILAR SPECIES: Vaccinium Conspectus, p.78.
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ARISTOLOCHIACEAE.
Asorum caudatum Lindl.
Ascad

wild ginger

FORM: Perennial, evergreen, prostrate forb with greenish,
freely rooting stems, sometimes forming large mats.

LEAVES: Alternate, appearing basal, two leaves from each
node; leaves dark green, entire, cordate-reniform, heart-
shaped, 4-10cm (2-din) diameter, on long, generally fine
hairly petioles; crushed stems and leaves smell like lemon-
ginger.

FLOWERS: Single, with 3 long, brownish-purple sepals,
from a bell-like base, 3-8cm (1-3in) long, corolla lacking
April-July.

FRUIT: Fleshy capsule

SIMILAR SPECIES: Viola orbiculata, p.193; and Pyrola
asarifolia, p.171.

NOTES: Root stalk can be eaten fresh, or dried and
ground as a ginger substitute.
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RICACEAE
n scoparium Leiberg
Vasc

grouse whortleberry, grouseberry

FORM: Low, parennial shrub 10-25cm (4-10in) tall.

STEMS: Numerous bright green, slender, strongly angled,

appearing broomlike.

LEAVES: Alternate, deciduous, lanceolate, 8-15mm

glabrous, shiny light green above, dull below,

serrate.

FLOWERS: Pinkish, urn-shaped, 4mm long; May-Aug.

FRUIT: Bright red, swest berry, 3-5mm broad.

SIMILAR  SPECIES:  Vaccinium _caespitosum,

p.79;

myrtiftus, p.81; and Vaccinium Conspectus, p.78

82

long,

finely

v

[Syal Tt
Phna .t
Cari— Tars

v o t. |31
hna_| Phma ||
msc |h.t.
Phia —| Phna
Cooc | t.

TG (116

3 ffete |n.t.
sca
e
Fere " *
A
[hna g

T{CTun
ITabr ] Clun

3 Mafe |h.t.

7 Rete

5 [Vagl [Tete
oc_|h.t.
Cun
Tabr ] Clun
Fiefe |n.t.
fete
Sca -
Tofsse 5]
mere "t |5
Cydr 7.t
dpe T
Raoe A
A h.t.
Ooho ..

R
P | Clun
efe .. |_|

Tece B
fsca
|
Fefe

T lver .t

[ifere_[am

7 jiete|h. .

T Txete fFate | |

5o h.t. |7
Fate [Stan |5

T h.t.

S [TeaT Jiete

i L

ENEm

st |oin

1 rete |t

[ Cooc
ote —|[Mefe

To [fase |h.t.

2 [Cunt

T lete [Stan

e fh.t.

& Ttaca B

Toffaca—|05% |

To-JeaT—|™ &

7 [Eoor

5 Tlagl —|fete

0 {Tascn.t.

5 (Lot
Tete et





image12.png
Abgr
B

Cooc2

RANUNCULACEAE

Coptis occidentalis (Nutt.) T.5 G

Cooc2

western goldthread

forb with widespread,

FORM: Evergreen, low, perennial

slender, yellowish-gold rhizomes.

petiolate, trifoliolate

LEAVES: Basal, leathery, shiny,
3-6em

leaves; leaflets broadly ovate, sharply serrate,
(1-2in) long, 3-lobed about half their length.

FLOWERS: 2-5 small, regular flowers consisting of 5-7

tubular whitish petals, 6-10mm long; blooming very early,

immediately after snowmelt; April-May

FRUIT: Several seeded follicle, 8-12mm long.
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LILIACEAE
Clintonia uniflora (Schult.) Kunth
Clun

queen cup beadlily, bride’s bonnet

FORM: _ Small, perennial, rhizomatous forb, deciduous but
remaining green throughout the growing season.

LEAVES: Basal, 2-3, broad, flat, simple, entire, oblong,
7-15cm (3-6in) long; glabrous above, silvery hairs below
and on margins, hairs occasionally very reduced.

FLOWERS: White, solitary, showy, 3-merous, about Zcm
(lin) long; Junc-July.

FRUIT: Smooth, blue berry, 6-10mm long

SIMILAR SPECIES:  Erythronium grondifiorum, p.135, not
hairy.

HABITAT: Indicator of moderate moisture and heat

gradients in nothern Idaho.
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LILIACEAE
Disporum hookeri (Torr.) Nicholson
Diho

Hooker fairy-bell

FORM: Deciduous, branched, hairy, perennial forb, up to
Im (3ft) tall, arising from rhizomes.

STEMS: Branched, brownish to purplish, not green.

LEAVES: Alternate, simple, entire, ovate to ovate-elliptic,
acuminate, 5-15cm (2-6in) long, prominently veined, hairy
beneath, short ciliate with forward-pointing hairs on leaf
margins (1) (hand lens helpful).

FLOWERS: 2-3 terminal creamy white, 3-merous bell-shaped
flowers, 9-18mm long on a short, pendent peduncle, often
concealed by the leaves; April-July.

FRUIT: 2-3 red berries, broadly oval, smooth to slightly
hairy, pointed tip, 7-Gmm long, 4- seeded, inedible.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Lily Conspectus, p.129.

NOTES: Fruits eaten by Blackfoot Indians but generally
considered Inedible.
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Coca

CORNACEAE
Cornus canadensis L.
Coca

bunchberry dogwood

FORM:  Low, rhizomatous, trailing subshrub, largely
herbaceous,” 5-20cm (2-8in) tall.

STEMS: Erect, greenish to reddish stems

LEAVES: Evergreen, elliptic, with prominent, pinnate
venation, 2-8cm (1-3in) long, 4-7 in a terminal whorl.

FLOWERS: In solitary, terminal, condensed cymes,
greenish-white petols with deep purplish tinge, subtended
by 4 white, pinkish or purple-tinged, ovate bracts, 1-2cm
(<1in) long; June-Aug.

FRUIT:  Tight cluster of bright red, fleshy, 2-seeded
drupes, 6-8mm long.

NOTE: A widely used ornamental which
introduced by seed, or transplanting.
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ASTERACEAE (COMPOSITAE)
Senecio triangularis Hook.
Setr

arrowleaf groundsel

FORM: Tall, deciduous, perennial forb, 3-15dm (1-5ft)
with several stems arising from fibrous roots.

LEAVES: Numerous, alternate, simple, distinctly triangular
leaves, 4-20cm (2-8in); basal leaves strongly toothed,
ith long petioles; cauline leaves become reduced, sessile
and less triangular upwards

FLOWERS: Few to numerous yellow heads in flat-topped
inflorescence; June-Sept

FRUIT: Achene,

HABITAT: Seasonally wet or very moist to riparian sites.
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Libo2

CAPRIFOLIACEAE
Linnoea borealis L
Libo2

twinflower

FORM: Trailing, woody perennial, subshrub with short
erect stems, less than 10cm (din) tall

STEMS:  Slender but woody.

LEAVES: Opposite, evergreen, firm, elliptic, 7-25mm long,
with shallow tecth near apex.

FLOWERS: A pair of tiny, pink, nodding, bell-shaped
flowers, 2-5mm long; June-Sept.

FRUIT: Small, 1-seeded capsule.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Satureja douglasii, p.12, square stem,
fragrant; Gaultheria species, p.45; Veronica omericana
(American brooklime) deciducus, no odor, heart shaped
capsule; and possibly Arctostaphylos uva-ursi, p.37.

NOTE: May form extensive mats on forest floor following
disturbance.
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Hodi

ROSACEAE
Holodiscus discolor (Pursh) Maxim

Hodi

ocean-spray

FORM:  Erect to many-branched shrub, 1-dm (3-131t) tall

STEMS: Young stems slightly ridged, pith large, white and
spongy; older stems have shreddy bark

BUDS:  2-3 purplish-brown bud scales, 6mm long (1)

LEAVES:  Alternate, deciduous, broadly triangular with
truncate base, 3-Gm (1-3in) long, somewhat pubescent,
pale_green above, often with whitish hairs below (2);
margins coarsely toothed or very shallowly lobed

FLOWERS: Tiny, cream-colored, borne in dense terminal

panicle; old infloresences turning brown, persistent over ||

winter; giving the shrub a shaggy appearance; June-
Au
FRUIT: Tiny, light brown, 1-seeded achene.
ENEMIES: Fire: moderate resistance, regenerating from
basal stem sprouts to preburn level within 5-10 years

SIMILAR SPECIES: Physocarpus malvaceus, p.55
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HABITAT:  Successional species on logged or burned areas, [ |

climax on warm, dry sites
NOTES: Indians ate the seeds raw or cooked
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SAXIFRAGACEAE

Mitello stouropetala Piper
Mist2

side-flowered mitrewort, cross-shaped mitrewort

FORM:  Rhizomatous, deciduous, perennial forb; flower
stems slender, several, up to S0cm (20in) tall.

LEAVES: Cordate to kidney-shaped, often purplish-tinged,
2-8em (1-3in) broad, shallowly 5-7 lobed, 1 or 2-times
crenate, puberulent on upper surface.

FLOWERS: Calyx bell-shaped, 4-6mm long; petals 3-lobed,
whitish or purplish-tinged 3-4mm long; 5 stamens,(1)
alternate with petals; 10-35 flowers in simple one-sided
racemes; May-June.

FRUIT: Numerous, small, shiny, black seeds contained in
the saucer-shaped dehiscent capsule.

SIMILAR SPECIES:  Mitella Conspectus, p.156; Tiarella
trifoliota, .183; and Heuchera species, p.145.
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SAXIFRAGACEAE
Mitella breweri Gray
Mibr

Brewer's mitrewort

FORM:  Rhizomatous, ~deciduous, perennial forb with
leafless flowering stem, 10-30cm (4-12in) tall

LEAVES: Basal, cordate to reniform, 4-8cm (2-3in) broad,
shallowly 7-11 lobed, slightly round-toothed with few
brownish hairs on upper surface.

FLOWERS:  Calyx saucer-shaped, greenish-yellow petals
pinnately dissected into 5-9 lateral paired segments (1),
stamens 5, alternate with petals; in 20-60 flowered
racemes, blossoming upward; May-Aug.

FRUIT: Numerous, small, shiny, black sceds contained in
the saucer-shaped dehiscent capsule.

SIMILAR SPECIES:  Mitella Conspectus, p.156; Tiarelia
trifolioto, p.183; and Heuchera species, p.145.

HABITAT: High clevation, cold, very moist to wet sites
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LILIACEAE
Smilacing steliata (L.) Desf.
Smst

starry Solomon-seal

FOR

Rhizomatous perennial, 20-60cm (8-24in) tall.

STEM: Erect, green, flowering stem unbranched, stiffly
arched and ascending.

LEAVES: Alternate, sessile, parallel-veined, lanceolate to
oblong, acuminafe, S-7cm  (2-3in) long, glabrous to
strongly hairy.

FLOWERS: 5-10 in a terminal raceme, white, 4-Tmm long;
rachis of inflorescence usually zigzag, flower directly
attached to mainstem; May-June.

FRUIT: Globose, greenish-yellow berries becoming black;
immature fruit green with 3 red stripes.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Liliaceaz Conspectus, p.129.

NOTES: Edible but with strong laxative properties.
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7 LILIACEAE

T Streptopus amplexifolius (L.) DC.
1 Stam

T

. twisted-stalk

1

FORM:  Slender, herbaceous, deciduous,  rhizomatous.
perennial, mostly 6-12dm (2-4ft) tall.

Erect, green, usually branched below middle stem.

Alternate, _parallel-veined, glabrous, ovate,
ate, mostly 5-12cm  (2-5in)  long, sessile with
cordate clasping bases (1),

o |o FLOWERS: _Greenish-white, 3-merous, bell-shaped 9-15mm
ot |ase long; solitary or in pairs on twisted stalks beneath each
i leaf along upper part of stem; May-July.
e
ETT BT FRUIT: Inedible, elongated, bright orange berry, slightly
a2 transluscent, 10-12mm long.
(a2 a1
el SIMILAR SPECIES:  Liliaceae Conspectus, p.129; and
hete [vaeT Streptopus streptopoides (small twisted-stalk), hairy at
® RS nodes, on [daho State Watch List, found in Bonner and
G Boundary Counties.
& 179
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Viola glabella Nutt.
Vigl
pioncer violet
FORM: Perennial with leafy, aerial flowering stems, S-30cm

(2-12in) tall, several leaves near the tip, from widely
spreading fleshy rootstocks.

LEAVES: Blades reniform to ovate-cordate, 2-7em (1-3in)
wide, apex acute, _crenate-serrulate, glabrous or
puberulent petiole, 10-20cm long.

FLOWERS: Bright vellow petals, 8-1dmm long with short
spur borne on upper part of stem, the lower 3 petals
purple-veined at the base; March-July

FRUIT:  Explosively dehiscent capsule.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Viola Conspectus, p.190.

Eaten raw or cooked, also used to thicken sou
vitamin C.

192

Bl ot

P bt 8]
Tarv [ Care
riv]ht. |

T {Phma ] i | §
v 08
IS

Titooc |h.t.
ho—Tibs
fote ..

Thse

] e

pii o Mk

S err T
s s

TJhn
[Tabr_] Clun

1 [fefe |h.t.

“Tiete
ool et
Cooc .t

o
[fabr ] Clun
et —|n.t.
G

Tlises

N\A

T ere

T

e

7

s
Y
ete .. | |
Nete B

e K

e e
rete "

TIer b L
e [CTon
pc
armiag

Tuhi _fh.t. |2

Toete—[Stan |
v [ 43
g1 xete
it

3 JCTun

P T

Tfrere "t
lCooe
ot |riete
(4
Lo

3 Ters v

ST

SToace E
Ra|oe B
i
Cooc
agT—rete
Vaie—|n.t.
i
Fro——
Crowor—

Naca ¢t





image23.png
LT

A
)
Tun [T
Clun  [Tabr &
h.t. [Fefels
Gte 7
et Jiagl
h.t. [coac
Tun] &
cln  [Tabr ]
hot. el
et |
Seal v
e [aeriT
El ey
Gt {10
Gpeht. v
(AP dpe [T0
h.t. Ao
ot |
T [ 7
Clun  [Frmu]
Ih.t. [ferelio
GrIw
Sy
| o
[Fere 1o
e T
Fere
Tete
Tete ] |
[
Fefe T
Cin
ool |1
CoAr
T ] 7
ere s
ete |4
oo | 2
G
Tosc T
Cont
T et | 7
ot [Geal7
Caca 7
faga NVacaT s
% [lecTTs
Cooc | 1
hete [VaariT
ot [Tscie
Gt T
AT
Sretect
Eiaca <

Tite

SAXIFRAGACEAE
Tiarella trifoliata L.
Tite

coolwort foamflower, false mitrewort

FORM: Perennial, deciduous, rhizomatous forb, flowering
stems 2-5dm (8-20in) tall

LEAVES: 1-7cm (<3in) long
Var. unifoliata:  simple, shallowly to deeply 3-5 lobed
[
var. trifoliota:  compound, trifoliate with 3 petiolate
leafiets, lobed no more than half their length (2).

FLOWERS: White, 5-merous, bell-shaped flowers in elongate
panicles; May-Aug

FRUIT: Capsule, 7-10mm long.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Mitella Conspectus, p.156; and Teflima
grandiftorum (fringecup).

Tiarella unifoliata is now considered T. trifoliata
- unifoliato.
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~ VIOLACEAE
Viola orbiculata Geyer ex. Hook
Vior2

round-leaved violet

FORM: Erect, deciduous, perennial forb with short,
nonleafy, aerial stems, Scm (2in) long, short rootstock,
without stolons, covered with old petiole bases.

LEAVES: Orbicular-cordate to reniform, simple, serrate,
2-4om (1-2in) broad, thin in texture, usually glabrous,
not purplish-mottled; withering but often persistent.

FLOWERS: Lemon-vellow to gold, 5-15mm long with short,
saccate spur, lower 3 petals purple-veined at the base,
lateral pair yellow-bearded; May-Aug.

FRUIT: Explosively dehiscent capsule.

SIMILAR  SPECIES:  Asarum caudatum, p.116; Viola
Conspectus, p.190; and Viola sempervirens (redwoods
violet), rare coastal disjunct in Clearwater and Kootenai
Counties, on the Idaho State Watch List.

NOTES: Eaten raw or cooked, also used to thicken soup;
high in vitamin C.
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] Form:

short,

] LEAVES: Few to solitary deciduous fronds, the stalk

divides into two recurving parts, each part con:
5-6 pinnae with 15-35 alternate, bluish-green pinnules
(leaflets) in a fanlike blade arrangement (1), more or less
parallel to ground on a thin, shiny purple to purplish-

black
SORI:

NOTES:

POLYPODIACEAE
Adiantum pedatum L.
Adpe

maidenhair fern

Erect, perennial fern, 10-60cm (4-2in) tall, from
creeping rhizomes.

g of

wiry petiole.

Borne on reflexed margins (2)

Major populations located between the St. Joe and

Selway River drainages, in warm, high humidity habitats.
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POLYPODIACEAE
Athyrivm filix-feming (L.) Roth
Atfi

ladyfern

FORM: Large, erect, spreading perennial fern, 3-20dm
(1-7ft) long; fronds closely clustered at the end of a
scaly rhizome.

LEAVES: Deciduous, bi to tripinnate blade consisting of
20-35 pairs of offset pinnae, with the upper and lower
pinnae progressively reduced, tapering at both ends (1);
straw-colored petiole, much shorter than blade, besring
many blackish scales toward the base (2).

SORI: Indusium and sori mostly crescent-shaped or
broadly hooked (3), borne below on a distinct veinlet
which continues towards the margin (4).

SIMILAR SPECIES:  Dryopteris species, p.89-90; and
Cystopteris fragilis, p.88.
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POLYPODIACEAE
munitum (Kaulf.) Presl, Tent
Pomu

o
i
western swordfern, Christmas fern

FORM:  Large, perennial fern with leaves tufted on short,
stout rhizomes covered with reddish-brown scales.

LEAVES: Evergreen, coarse and leathery, stiffly erect,
linear to lance-shaped, tapering at both ends (1), 2-15dm
(6-60in) long, mostly 35-70 offset, undivided pinnae on
each side, 2-15cm (1-6in) long, with a basal lobe
projecting ' upward (2), margins closely serrate with
incurved spinulose teeth; stout, petiole 5-d5cm (2-13in)
long, chaffy toward base

SORI: Large, circular (3), borne mostly on middle and
upper pinnae between rib and margins on undersurface
(4) sometimes in several rows: hairy indusium.

SIMILAR SPECIES:  Polystichum lonchitis (mountain holly
fern), a smaller fern.
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POLYPODIACEAE
Pteridium aquitinum (L.) Kuhn in von der Decken
Ptag

bracken fern

FORM: Medium to large, erect fern, 5-20dm (2-7ft) tall;
vigorously clonal, from deep, branched rhizomes having
two_ light-colored external stripes and distinctive vascular
bundles in cross-section.

LEAVES: Deciduous but with a firm, leatherlike feel,
tripinnate blade 3-10dm (1-3ft) long with alternate,
sessile pinnules, edges rolled under and hairy below,
petiole erect, hairy and nonscaly, generally shorter than
blade

SORI:  Protected by narrow inrolled indusial leaf margins
[))

ENEMIES: Fire: resistant, regeneration from rhizomes
within 1-2 years to preburn levels.

NOTES: Allelopathic .to other plant species, and a very
aggressive invader of disturbed sites. Reported to contain
carcinogenic compounds and is poisonous to livestock.
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POACEAE (GRAMINEAE) Festuceae
Festuca idahoensis Elmer
Feid

Idaho fescue

FORM: Erect, cool scason, perennial bunchgrass, with
fibrous, nonrhizomatous roots, 3-10dm (1-3ft) tall

LEAVES: Numerous, mostly basal and erect, 5-12cm (2-5in)
long, tightly inrolled, less than 1.5mm broad, green to
blue-green; open sheaths; without true auricles; small
ciliolate ligules (1), higher on edges than center; late
May-July

INFLORESCENCE:  Narrow panicle, with erect branches
10-20cm_(4-8in) long, one to several spikelets per branch
with 5-7 florets per spikelet, glumes of unequal length,
lemma with stout, short awn (2), 2-5mm long

ENEMIES:  Fire: susceptible to moderately resistant,
depending on season of burn, regeneration from seed to
preburn levels within 5-10 years

SIMILAR SPECIES: Festuca occidentalis, p.211: Festuca
scabrella (rough fescue); and Festuca rubra (red
fescue) .
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CYPERACEAE
Carex geyeri Boott
Cage

elk sedge

FORM:  Strongly rhizomatous, grasslike, perennial with
3-ranked leaves and solid  triangular culms, 20-50cm
(8-20in) tall, often appearing loosely bunched.

LEAVES: Flat, evergreen, 1-3mm wide, as long as culms,
usually with brown tips, reduced fo scales at base,
coarse to the touch, basal sheaths tan to brown.

INFLORESCENCE:  Bractless, solitary, terminal, staminate
spike (1); 1-3 pistillate flowers with 3 stigmas below (2),
borne on Tong erect culm; April-July.

FRUIT: Large 3-sided achene (3), 4-5mm long.

ENEMIES: Fire: resistant, regeneration from rhizomes to
preburn levels within 1-2 years.

SIMILAR SPECIES:  Cafamagrostis rubescens, p.201; and
Carex Conspectus, p.202.
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Luzula hitchcockii Hamet-Ahti
previously
Luzuta glabrata (Hoppe)Desv.
Luhi

smooth woodrush

A short, rhizomatous, grasslike perennial, 15-50cm
(6-20in) tall, with round, hollow culms.

LEAVES: Shiny, 4-10mm broad and 2-6cm (1-2in) long,
with  flattened, reddish-brown tips; often becoming
mottled with rusty red in midsummer; basal leaves
purplish-tinged, usually hairy at base; sheaths closed.

INFLORESCENCE:  Solitary, small flowers, deep brown to
purplish-brown, borne in open, nodding panicles, 3-8cm
(1-3in) long; July-Sept.

FRUIT: Reddish-brown capsule with three seeds (1).

SIMILAR SPECIES: Luzula Conspectus, p.213.

HABITAT: High elevation sites with deep late-melting

snowpack.
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! POACEAE (GRAMINEAE) Triticeae
Elytrigia spicota (Pursh.) D.R. Dewey
previously
Agropyron spicatum (Pursh.) Scribn and Smith
Elsp

bluebunch wheatgrass, Agspic

FORM: A cool season perennial, occurring in rhizomatous
and large bunch forms, 5-10dm (2-37t) tall; culms erect,

| slender and hollow with a bluish bloom.

LEAVES: Erect, bluegreen, flat or loosely inrolled, _hairy
on upper surface, pointed, about 3mm wide and 5-20cm
(2-8in) long, often twisting when older; sheaths open;

(Nauricles very small and clawlike; ligule short and
collarlike (2).

|INFLORESCENCE: Erect, spike with one sessile spikelet
per node; lemma tipped by a divergent awn (3) about 2em
(lin) long; June-Aug.

ENEMIES: Fire: moderately resistant, regeneration from
seed to preburn levels within 3-7 years.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Other Elytrigia species, Lolium species,
and Elymus species

NOTES: ~ In northern Idaho this species has two forms: a
bunchgrass form on hot, dry, steppe vegetation sites,
and a spreading rhizomatous form on forested sites. It
also occurs in an awnless form, var. inerme.
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LILIACEAE
Xerophylium tenax (Pursh) Nutt.
Xete

beargrass

FORM: Evergreen, grasslike, rhizomatous perennial forb,
often growing in dense clumps.

LEAVES: Basal, rigid, simple, linear with sharp teeth on
edges; fine, white grooves on underside of leaf extending
to tip (1), 15-80cm (6-32in) long.

FLOWERS: Fragrant, 3-merous, cream colored to white,
borne in a terminai raceme on persistent flowering stems
(@), up to 15dm (5ft) tall; March-July, occurring
sporadically.

FRUIT: Capsule, acute, broadly ovoid, about 6mm long

ENEMIES:  Fire: moderate resistance, regeneration from
thick, woody rootstocks to preburn levels within 5-10
years.

NOTES: Plant was utilized by the Indians, using leaves to
make cloth and baskets and roots for food.
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ERICACEAE
Menziesia ferruginea Smith
Mefe

fool's huckleberry, mock azalea

FORM: Straggly, erect shrub 1-2m (3-7ft) tall with habit
of laying prostrate downhill on steep slopes making it
slippery underfoot.

STEMS: Generally branching in units of three; young
twigs covered with fine hairs; crushed moist twigs give
off a rank skunk like odor.

BARK: Grey-brown, shreddy bark.

LEAVES: Alternate, deciduous, ovate, 4-Gem (2in) long,
thin, finely serrate margins, hairy on both sides, small
white tip of midvein protruding from leaf tip (1), sticky
glandular, dull light green to blue-green and aromatic;
feaves appearing loosely whorled at branch ends.

FLOWERS: Pinkish to yellowish-white, urn- to bell-shaped,
6-8mm long, borne in terminal clusters on last year's
growth; June-July

FRUIT: ‘Many-seeded, ovoid, capsule, 5-7mm long.

SIMILAR SPECIES:  Rhododendron albifforum, p.58, no
odor; Ledum glandulosum, p.41, evergreen with an odor;
and Vaccinium Conspectus, p.78.

NOTES: Shrub is sticky when touched.
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