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PurPose
You will explore the Port of Seattle website as a means of familiarizing yourself with port governance and 
operations.

Learning objectives
•	 To become familiar with the Port of Seattle’s governance and revenue structure.

•	 To gain familiarity with transportation and activities performed by the port.

required resource
•	 Port of Seattle website: http://www.portseattle.org
•	 Critical	Thinking	Questions

tasks
In	this	lesson	you	will	explore	the	Port	of	Seattle’s	website	and	answer	the	following	Critical	Thinking	
Questions.	Some	can	be	answered	by	simply	finding	the	required	information	on	the	website,	while	others	
require more interpretation.

criticaL thinking questions
Port Governance, Finances, and Economic Impact

1. Who are the commissioners of the Port of Seattle, and how are they selected?

2. List the facilities that the Port of Seattle has jurisdiction over (example: Terminal 5).
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3. How does the Port of Seattle fund itself? Do the Port’s funding sources indicate that it is a public or 
private entity? Explain.

4. With regards to the economic impact of the Port of Seattle, explain the difference between the following: 
direct employment, induced employment, and indirect employment. Give an example of each.

Current Issues
5.	 What	is	the	Clean	Truck	Program?	Explain	why	it	was	developed,	who	it	impacts,	and	how	the	goals	

of the program are accomplished.
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6.	 What	is	the	Port	of	Seattle’s	stance	on	the	Alaskan	Way	Viaduct	replacement	project?	Why	do	they	
take	this	stance?	Will	the	port	fund	any	portion	of	the	project?

7. How does Sea-Tac airport address issues of aircraft noise?

Seaport Statistics
8. What container volume trends can you observe over the past ten years at the Port of Seattle?

9. How do container volumes at the Port of Seattle vary throughout a given year? 
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10. Visit the statistics pages on the following port websites. Create a graph showing the number of full 
containers imported through each port (including the Port of Seattle) over the past ten years. Note that 
there is not ten years’ worth of container statistics on the Port of Tacoma or the Port of Vancouver’s 
website,	graph	as	many	years	as	provided.	What	are	two	conclusions	you	can	reach	by	looking	at	the	
graph?

•	 Los Angeles (http://www.portoflosangeles.org/maritime/stats.asp)
•	 Long Beach (http://www.polb.com/economics/stats/default.asp)
•	 Oakland	(http://www.portofoakland.com/maritime/facts_cargo.asp)
•	 Tacoma (http://www.portoftacoma.com/Page.aspx?nid=86)
•	 Vancouver, B.C. (http://www.portmetrovancouver.com/en/about/factsandstats.aspx)

11. What is one new and interesting thing you learned about the Port of Seattle while doing this assignment?

deLiverabLes
Please	answer	the	Critical	Thinking	Questions.	Remember,	you	should	not	copy	and	paste	information	
directly from the Port of Seattle (or any other) website. 
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