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IDAHO
HOW DID MOSCOW, IDAHO U.S.A. GET ITS NAME? . ..

This question has been asked frequently, and the answers have differed greatly. The early settlers
were strong, brave individuals, but not so strong on record-keeping. From the records available,
absolute clarity of the name is impossible. But there are some generally accepted theories.

The Moscow area, prior to 1855, was known among the Indians or Native Americans as Tatkinmah,
meaning “home of the young or spotted deer.” The valley, with its lush covering of native grass,
beckoned the deer from the mountains when nourishing food was vital for the fawns.

Trappers and prospectors began drifting into the area and made note of the camas-covered fields.
Camas roots, the original Idaho potato plants with a history dating back a million years, were
natural food for hogs, and it is said that the name "HOG HEAVEN" was originally applied to the
community.

But the permanent settlers, particularly the women, were justifiably unhappy with the name. They
successfully changed it to "Paradise,” and it bore that name until 1876, when the name MOSCOW
appeared in the postal records.

Samuel Miles Neff (who was not Russian) is said to be responsible for the name change. Neff came
to the Palouse Country by way of Montana, where he worked in the mines to earn money for more
college, although he had already graduated from Oskaloosa College in Pennsylvania. After a period
of time, the mines failed to produce, so he moved to the present site of Moscow and established
the first store, about a mile east of our present location.

There were about 100 settlers scattered throughout the valley at that time, and it wasn't long until
Neff became friend and counselor to many of them, as well as their postmaster.

The name of Moscow for our community occurred to Neff when he applied for the postal permit in
1876, because the terrain of our area reminded him so much of the rolling hills in Moscow,
Pennsylvania, a small community near his native Harrisburg.

Later when the city council was asked the meaning of Moscow, they looked it up in a Russian
dictionary and found that it meant "brotherly love.”

Just one last note . . . Moscow, Idaho is not the only Moscow in the United States . .. there are 12
other communities that share our name with us.
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