REM 244 Introduction to Wildland Fire Management

Week 1 Fire Terminology Essay [100 points]
Objective: Write an essay that evaluates and compares different descriptors of large fire incidents that have been used in the media or scientific literature. 

In your essay include words like, severity, intense, extreme, mega-fire, firestorm, catastrophic, conflagration, etc. Describe whether these terms have been used to describe impacts on social infrastructure (houses, business, etc.,) or ecology (soils, vegetation, air quality, etc). In your essay, discuss whether each of these descriptors are appropriate and present any instances of confusion. In your conclusions, propose what descriptors you would recommend that the fire management community adopt when measuring both the social and ecological impact of these large fire incidents. 

Draft Version: One week prior to each essay hand-in deadline (by start of class on Thursday 2nd February), you can submit a draft to the course instructor for feedback. Please hand in the draft version of your essay as a .doc or .docx file by email to the class instructor. We will send you general comments back as soon as possible.

Final Version: Please hand in the final version of your essay as a .doc or .docx file to Blackboard.

Deadline: By start of class on Thursday 9th February 

Essay Instructions:

This essay should be typed and should be at least the equivalent of 3 single spaced typed pages. Feel free to use single or double line spacing. 

This essay should include the following elements:

I. Title
· Use this title: " Describing Large Fires"

II. Introduction

· The introduction should be at least two paragraphs of 5-6 sentences each. The first paragraph of the introduction should highlight why having consistent descriptors of fire effects in important for wildland fire management. The second paragraph should describe "in your own words" the definitions of the main terms that you include in your essay, such as severity, intense, extreme, mega-fire, firestorm, catastrophic, conflagration, etc

III. Review of Evidence

· This section can be 1-4 paragraphs long. In your own words compare how each word has been used in the media and literature. In many cases it is likely that a certain word has been used to describe multiple different fire effects and therefore we would recommend you construct a table that outlines the different uses and the associated reference. The review of evidence should include information from at least 4 sources. Wikipedia does not count towards this number and will not count as a source. 

IV. Discussion of Evidence

· This section can be 1-4 paragraphs long. In your own words compare which words provide a more balanced assessment of the actual fire effects and which words are more sensational. Your discussion should include an assessment of which words are used most often to describe the large fire incident and whether these differ from the words most often used to describe smaller incidents. 

· Questions your essay should answer include:

i. What words are commonly used to describe large fires?

ii. Do the words differ between media and science?

iii. Which words have negative or positive connotations?

iv. Which words have common well-understood definitions?

v. Which words are poorly defined?
V. Conclusions

· This section should be at least two paragraphs of 5-6 sentences each. The first paragraph should re-summarize the objectives of the essay and highlight the types of sources used. The second paragraph should highlight the "lessons learned" and provide the recommendations that could be given to land managers on what terminology to use in small and large fire incidents.

VI. Literature Cited

· At the end of the document use the following citation conventions:

i. Peer-reviewed Journals (multiple authors): Carrot, Y.H., Turnip, J.U.H. and Tomato, A.T. (2010). Spectral analysis of mixed vegetables in pies, International Journal of Vegetable Science, 19, 976-983.
ii. Peer-reviewed Journals (two authors): Carrot, Y.H. and Turnip, J.U.H (2005), Soup mixes: a comprehensive review, International Journal of Soup Science, 14, 245-248.
iii. Peer-reviewed Journals (single author): Carrot, Y.H. (2005), The role of carrots in the vegetable word, International Journal of Carrots, 14, 245-248.
iv. Books / Book Chapters: Carrot, Y.H. and Turnip, J.U.H. (2001) The use of potatoes in soup: a review, in "Soups of the World”, Ed. Fried Potatoes, Wiley-Blackwell, pp 67-79.
v. Agency Reports: Carrot, Y.H., Turnip, J.U.H. and Tomato, A.T. (2010).  Review of soup quality standards within the National Park Services' cafeterias, NPS report, USA, pp 46
vi. Websites: Carrot Soup Recipes (2011), Last Accessed 1st January 2011, http://www.101cookbooks.com/archives/carrot-soup-recipe.html 
· In the text, use the following citation conventions:

vii. Carrot (2002)

viii. Carrot et al., (2002)

ix. Carrot and Potato (2002)

Grading Rubric:
	
	Available 

Points
	Expectations

	
	
	Below
	Fair/Meets
	Above

	Introduction
	20
	0-10
	10-20
	+2 Extra Credit

	Review of Evidence
	20
	0-10
	10-20
	+2 Extra Credit

	Discussion of Evidence
	20
	0-10
	10-20
	+2 Extra Credit

	Conclusions
	20
	0-10
	10-20
	+2 Extra Credit

	Literature Cited and References
	10
	0-5
	5-10
	+1 Extra Credit

	Technical Writing
	10
	0-5
	5-10
	+1 Extra Credit


