HS 469 Org&Adm in AT
Argumentative ESSAY #4
Students shall write four essays designed to assess problem-solving skills in hypothetical health care administration scenarios. Students shall be provided with a written scenario and a set of questions. Students shall respond to the questions (all responses must be typewritten) and submit their responses by the deadlines specified in the course schedule below. Criteria used to evaluate students' responses include ability to identify the primary problem(s) of the case, ability to argue effectively (with evidence and logic), ability to present reasonable counterarguments, and skill in developing solutions for the problem(s). Scores on these essays shall account for 25% of the students' course grades.
The board of certification currently requires all certified athletic trainers to recertify every three years.  The recertification process requires that each person: (1) adhere to the BOC standards of professional practice, (2)submit the annual certification fee, (3) maintain emergency cardiac care, and (4) complete and report 75 contact hours of continuing education.  
The board of certification has been looking at other professions methods of re-certification.  The BOC finds a few professional organizations that not only require regular reporting of continuing education but also require their members to be re-examined.  Professional organizations that do require re-examination argue that it creates a defensible safeguard for society.  The BOC representatives decide to create a focus group of students, practicing AT’s, patients, and other healthcare professionals to debate this topic.  You are one of the lucky ones that were selected to be representing athletic training students across the country on this important issue.
Analysis Questions
1. What are the arguments for recertification that require re-examination specifically applied to athletic training? 
2. What are the arguments against recertification that require re-examination specifically applied to athletic training? 
3. Are there other ways to assure safeguards to society? What are they and how would they be effective? 
4. What are your feelings of being required to take the BOC exam multiple times throughout your career? How would your feelings change if you were not an AT but were being treated by one.

