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PROPOSAL TO CHANGE THE B.S.RENEW.MAT. IN RENEWABLE MATERIALS TO  
B.S.FOR.SUS.PROD. IN FOREST AND SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS 

 
1.  Make the following changes to the B.S.Renew.Mat. in Renewable Materials: 
 

Renewable Materials (B.S.Renew.Mat.) 
Forest and Sustainable Products (B.S.For.Sus.Prod.) 
 
The Renewable Materials Forest and Sustainable Products degree program is designed to fill the 
growing demand for professionals in the manufacture, marketing, and utilization of sustainable 
natural materials. Interdisciplinary coursework and project-based learning opportunities lead to a 
variety of career directions, including procurement of timber and other renewable materials; 
production management, marketing and distribution of bio-based products; green building materials 
selection, construction and design; and bio-based energy production systems. 

  
 

Rationale:  Effective catalog year 2012, the program was renamed Renewable Materials from 
Forest Products under the rationale that "renaming ... will appeal to broader audience and 
create new recruitment opportunities" (UCC-12-034). While Renewable Materials embraces the 
broad scope of raw material resources studied under the degree program, it has been found to 
be ambiguous/nonspecific and extremely difficult to communicate to prospective students (i.e., 
high school juniors and seniors) and their parents; a very common response to the name of 
Renewable Materials is "what is that?" Furthermore, the degree name Renewable Materials 
created a significant divergence from the primary industry served by the program - forest 
products - and conflicts with how the industry is identified by other state entities (e.g., Idaho 
Forest Products Commission, Idaho Department of Commerce, Idaho Department of Labor). 
Another rationale given for the name change to Renewable Materials was that it would increase 
enrollment by attracting students not otherwise attracted to a program named Forest Products. 
Enrollment growth did not result from the name change; in fact, it declined.  
 
The proposed change to Forest and Sustainable Products returns the degree name back to its 
roots and makes it consistent with the primary industry it serves. The inclusion of sustainable 
products captures elements of the program that investigate the use and commercialization of 
other streams of raw materials (e.g., bamboo, hemp, recycled wood and paper). The name is 
much more identifiable to prospective students and their parents. 
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