Vegetation Measurement & Assessment (REM 357 & REM 410)
~~Measuring Vegetative Cover ~~
Content Summary Assignment #8 (25 points total)

   Name:________________

Due by Midnight on Tuesday, November 6nd through Blackboard (https://bblearn.uidaho.edu/) 
•• Read the internet-based module and required readings for this module (www.cnr.uidaho.edu/veg_measure/Modules/module08a(Cover).htm ) and answer the following questions in short essay-style answers.

1) If you were asked to estimate canopy cover to assess a site, when should you conduct the field assessment? In other words, in what season or what time of year should you do your measurements? Of course, the answer starts with “It depends.”  What does it depend on? (9 pts).
2) Cover is estimated in many ecosystem studies. Search published research to find two studies where cover was estimated (each study will be worth 8 points). For each study answer the following questions:

a. List full reference for the study; i.e., authors, year published, title, and publication. (1 pt)
b. Why and where was the study conducted? (2 pts)
c. What type of cover (ground, basal, canopy, or foliar) was estimated and what technique was used? (3 pts)

d. Do you think the researchers or managers measured the best type of cover to meet their objectives? Justify your answer, why or why not? (2 pts)
Tip for finding references include using a key word search in one of the following databases:

· The Range Science Information System: www.rangescience.info/ 
· Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.com
· National Agricultural Library Journal Search Tool: http://agricola.nal.usda.gov/
· Journal of Range Management: digitalcommons.library.arizona.edu/holdings/journal?r=http://jrm.library.arizona.edu/
