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These pages describe the history of the

world famous London insurance market,

interspersing details about the role of postal

communication alongsidemore conventional

historical details. The outline of the exhibit,

shown below, generally follows a

chronological order:

Thisphotographicessayof a linocutworkis oneof fiveimages

seriesbyRoyalMailin1979.

Note: The coloursusedfor the outline(above)and the

timeline(below)will be used throughoutthis exhibitto

indicatethecorrespondingchapter.
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The common design of the Lloydôs List omnibus 

issue of 1984 includes in the upper left corner the 

coat of arms issued to Lloydôs around 1927 when it 

was preparing to celebrate its 250thanniversary.



1.  The Earliest Times

Sincediscoveryof the coffee plant in its native Ethiopia, its popularity hasspreadaroundthe globe. Coffee

enteredEuropeby way of GreeceandItaly; it thenmadeits way to Balliol Collegein Oxfordandon to London.

The first known reference to

EdwardLloydôscoffeehousewasin

1688. Its location on Tower Street

soon attracted merchants, ship

owners,and thosein relatedpublic

serviceto conducttheir business.

SeveralhistoriesreportSamuelPepysberatinghimself for not writing insuranceon a shiphealreadyknewto be

safein port. Insteadheówentlike anasseé andtoldé of it. Now whatanopportunityhadI to haveconcealed

thisandseemedto havemadeaninsuranceandgot £100with theleasttroubleanddangerin theworld.ô

Free frank to Vice Chancellor of Balliol  College in 1825.



TheCommitteeof Lloydôsannuallysentthesecretary

of the GeneralPostOffice a whole turtle (the species

of which is unspecifiedin theCommitteeôsMinutes).

Thisgift hecourteouslyacknowledged.

1691.Lloydôscoffeeshopmovedto a locationon LombardStreeta few doorsfrom the

General Post Office. That proximity facilitated many yearsôof favourable

arrangementsfor the Coffee House to receive quicker and cheaperdelivery of its

inward correspondence. Minutesof the postmastergeneralreport the annualpayment

of £200reducedto £100 in 1808. That recordestimatestheservicesreceivedannually

to haveavalueof £500.

This  cover commemorating the General Letter Office permits an image of the 1760a GPO to be included.



1738. Following Edward Lloydôs

deathin 1712-13, mastershipof the

coffeeshoppassedto his son-in-law,

then to the son-in-lawôswidowôs

new husband,and on to that manôs

brother-in-law, Thomas Jemson.

Jemsonôsownership passedto his

widow and,in 1738, to hernephew,

Richard Baker. Baker served as

ownerandmasterof LloydôsCoffee

Housefrom that time until his death

in 1748.

A 1747 letterfromBakerto CharingCrossbears

theDockwra-typeóPENYPOSTPAYDômarkingthat

wasin useuntil1758. Thelwertwolettersin the

centreindicatetheletterwassentona Fridayand

wentthroughsortinglocationñGò. ExHepworth.

Letter originating  from ñHis Majestyôs

Ship The Crownò also bears a marking óNot Loyds.ò 

On the reverse is a Bishopôs mark for April 7. 

Ex Hepworth.

1762. Mail delivery to LondonCoffee

Houseswasnot foolproof as illustrated

by this example of misdirectedmail.

During this time, thespellingofLloydôs

andLoydôsappearedinterchangeably.



2.  New Lloydôs Coffeehouse

In 1769 several underwriters encouragedthe Lloydôshead waiter to set up a

competingestablishmentnearby. The SubscribersBook wassurreptitiouslyremoved

to the new location that was comfortably (if not very creatively) namedthe New

LloydôsCoffeeHouse.

Beginning in 1774, Lloydôsmoved to the Royal

Exchange. In 1844 The Illustrated London News

displayed several elaborateimages of Lloydôson the

occasionof theopening.

A 9d rate and PLYMOUTH / SHIP LRE ship letter marking 

as well as a bishopôs mark for August 13.

The newspapertax that entitled

deliverythroughthepostofficewithout

additionalpostagewasreducedto the

rate of one penny per sheet in

September1836. Thecompleteimage

of thehandstampthatappearsin the

lower left of The IllustratedLondon

News(right)is illustratedabove.

Thecaricature(above)

illustrates the interior

of Lloydôsin 1798.
Aboveperfin (identifiedin

Tomkinsas L3660.0) was

used 1890-1898, during

Lloydôslater years at the

RoyalExchange.




