From Coffee to Commerce

These pages describe the history of the
world famous London insurance market,
interspersing details about the role of postal
communication alongsidemore conventional
historical details. The outline of the exhibit,
shown below, generally follows a
chronological order:

1. The Earliest Times
2. New Ll oydés Coffee
3. Marine Insurance
4. Intelligence Gathering
41 Ll oydds Agent s
42 Ll oydbés Register of
43 Ll oydbés Li st
44 Ll oydds Signal St ati
5. Non-Marine Insurance
5.1 Cars
5.2 Sports
5.3 Energy
5.4 Arts and Entertainment
6. Aviation Insurance
7. Troubled Times
8. The Fourth Century
9. Some Things Never |
10. LIl oydbés Contribution
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Note The coloursusedfor the outline(above)and the
timeline(below)will be used throughouthis exhibitto
indicatéhecorrespondinapter

Thisphotographiessayof a linocutworkis one of fiveimages
seriedpyRoyaMailin1979
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The common design of.theo y ciirsbusL i s t
issue of 1984 includes in the upper left corner the
coat of arms issued to |
was preparing to celebrate it&a2fslversary.

tine bell at Lloyds

submitted by Andrew Restall for consideration as part of a London tourism Troubled Times
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1. The Earliest Times

Sincediscoveryof the coffee plant in its native Ethiopia, its popularity has spreadaroundthe globe Coffee
enteredEuropeby way of Greeceandltaly; it thenmadeits way to Balliol Collegein Oxford andonto London

ETHIOPIA

The first known reference to
EdwardL | o ycadfféehousewasin
1688 Its location on Tower Street
soon attracted merchants, ship
owners,and thosein relatedpublic
serviceto conducttheir business

SeverahistoriesreportSamuelPepysberatinghimselffor not writing insuranceon a ship healreadyknewto be
safein port Insteadhe6 w eliketanasse2 andtold € of it. Now whatanopportunityhadl to haveconcealed
thisandseemedo havemadeaninsuranceandgot £100with the leasttroubleanddangerin the world.6



1691 L | o yafféeshopmovedto alocationon LombardStreeta few doorsfrom the
General Post Office.  That proximity facilitated many y e a rofs favourable
arrangementgor the Coffee Houseto receive quicker and cheaperdelivery of its
inward correspondenceMinutes of the postmastegeneralreportthe annualpayment
of £200reducedo £100in 1808 Thatrecordestimateshe servicegeceivedannually
to haveavalueof £500,
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The Committeeof L | o yadnGadlysentthe secretary
of the GeneralPostOffice a whole turtle (the species
of which is unspecifiedn theC o mmi tMinatesp s
This gift hecourteouslyacknowledged



1738 Following EdwardL | oy {
deathin 171213, mastershipof the

coffeeshoppassedo his sortin-law, ' ‘/é_

then to the sonin-l a wwisd o

new husband,andon to thatma n ( /)
brotherin-law, Thomas Jemson ‘//{;%’ZM e r Zt/f/

J e ms mwneérship passedto his
widow and,in 1738 to hernephew, 2 711
Richard Baker Baker servedas of / . / b ;
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ownerandmasterof L | o yCdffee i ’/& ”//LW’ﬂ‘ ‘/f/Wﬂ / affiiitigh )
Housefrom thattime until his death N - |
in 1748 S 4/ s
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A 1747 letterfromBakerto CharingCrossbears
theDockwréyped P EROSBTP A Yrdeékinghat
wasin useuntill758 Thelwertwolettersin the
centreindicatehe letterwassenton a Fridayand
wenthrouglsortindocatioi GExHepworth
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by this example of misdirected mail.
During this time, thespellingof L1 oy d 6

dL p dnterch bl
}/[Mﬂ«2fé W andL o y appesarednterchangeably

Letter originating
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1762 Mail deliveryto London Coffee
Houseswas not foolproof as illustrated
/ // Z ¥ ?8 . Proot :

On the reverse i s a Bi
Ex Hepworth.
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New Lloyddas Coffeehaouse

In 1769 several underwriters encouragedthe L | o yleddsvaiter to set up a
competingestablishmenhearby The SubscriberdBook was surreptitiouslyremoved
to the new location that was comfortably (if not very creatively) namedthe New
L | o yCoffeesHouse
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A 9d rate and PLYMOUTH / SHIP LRE ship letter marking
as well as a bishopbés mark for

Beginning in 1774 L | oy chdved to the Royal
Exchange In 1844 The lllustrated London News
displayed several elaborateimagesof L | o yah dhe
occasiorof theopening
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) The newspapertax that entitled
Thecaricaturgabove)  deliverghrouglthe postofficewithout

illustrates the interior additiongbostagavasreducedo the

Above perfin (identifiedn of L | o yindl 398 rate of one penny per sheet in
Tomkinsas L3660 was Septembe836 Thecompletémage
used 189(-)%898 during of the handstampthatappearsn the
L | o yagrdysarsat the lower left of The lllustrated_ondon

RoyaExchange Newqright)sillustratedbove






