
1863 Civil War adversity cover, made from blue, brown and gray floral 

wallpaper, bears a 10c blue Confederate States stamp (Die B).

1864. When the Peterhoffwas seizedand later destroyedby Union ships blockadingSouthernports, the

British arguedthe acts were illegal as goodswere bound for a Mexican port. The incident resultedin a

decisionby Lloyd's to stopunderwritingsuchtrips.

Among the markings on the (above) cover is the duplex oval postmark with ñ88ò indicating 

Londonôs East District Office. The blue oval is, in this instance, a senderôs mark. 

Of course, not all

insured vessels met

with disaster. The

1873 letter shown

describesóbusinessas

usualôwith ship

boughtat auctionand

insuranceplacedon it.

1867. The RMSRhonecarriedmail from Englandto the Caribbean. In a late hurricane,

thecaptainfired up theboiler to hold position. During a lull -- theeyeof thehurricane--

the captainbroke for openwater but could not stayoff the rocks. The explosionwhen

cold waterhit thehot boiler split theRhonein half.



1905. LloydôsRegister

was amended to note

the SS Freshfield as

ñMissingsince2.05ò.

untergegangen, in red ink on

this cover (above), is the

German word meaning

wrecked. In additionto the

duplexoval cancelappliedto

the original mailing, other

markingsshow the mail was

returnedto senderApr16 and

reacheditsreturndestinationon

Apr18.

1889. The hurricanethat struck Apia sanksix of the sevenforeign warshipsanchored

there. Despitehoursof threateningskies,theseniorU.S. officer decidedto remainin port

becauseof thepresenceof theGermanmilitary.

While most marineinsurancelossesare causedeither by hazardspreparedby Mother

Nature or by man himself, insuranceclaims can provide examplesof truth being

strangerthanfiction. Fry (1895) describesa heavyclaim thatresultedwhena swordfish

penetratedashipôshull madeof four-inch oakplank.

Color Proof Pair 

1871. WhenLloydsôincorporation

by Act of Parliament officially

endedits daysasa coffeehouse.

1911. Shipwrecksactually can be quite slow! The

S.S. Papanui, shown(above)assheappearednew in

1898, suffereda fire in her bunkersin May, beached

on St. Helena in November and was officially

abandonedin December. A bell and a full bottle of

whiskeyfrom theSSPapanuitodayareon displayat

theMuseumof St. Helena.



1912. Certainlyoneof themostspectacularmarineeventsof thetwentiethcenturywas

the sinking of the RMSTitanic during her maidenvoyage. Her "hull andmachinery"

insurancewassupportedin partbyLloydôs. Conflicting reportsthatLloydôswasnot on

therisk referonly to theliability (or P&I) coverage.

1912. The Titanic wasnot the only ship lost in 1912. The RMSOravia was

strandedon Billy Rock, Port Stanley, in Octoberof that year on her last

voyagefrom Liverpool to thewestcoastof SouthAmerica.

1910. The Wavertree, a sailing ship dismasted

by Cape Horn winds, was condemnedafter

being towed into Port Stanley in December

1910. Restoredin the1960s,sheis now a major

exhibit in theSouthStreetSeaportMuseum.

Local Falkland Islands (6p) usage  

on an Airmail envelope from 1985.



1914. When the S.S. Empress of Ireland

collided with the Norwegian collier ship

Storstadin heavy fog. Fifteen minutesafter

the collision, Empressof Ireland sankto the

bottom of the St. LawrenceRiver producing

the largestnumberof passengerfatalities of

anypeacetimemaritimeaccident.

Reportsof the quantityof mails

carriedonboardEmpressor Ireland

varyfrom51 to 169bagsof letters

andaround300parcels. Thecover

shown (left) would have been

amongthe2,100lettersdescribedin

a letterof September21st as ñin

good enough condition to be

forwardedtotheaddressees.ò

1926. The sloop HMS Valerian was just 18

milessouthof Bermudawhensheencountered

a 136-mph hurricane. The 1,250 ton vessel

sankin ten minutes. Among the 88 handslost

wasSeamanWilliam HenryLionel Weller who

hadsurvivedthewreckof RMSTitanic.

1915. Perhapsthe best known U-boat

attackwasthesinkingof the Lusitania

off thecoastof Ireland, assumingher to

be an armed troop transport. Experts

disagreeas to whetherthe secondand

fatal explosionwascausedby a second

U-boat torpedoor an explosionof the

armsandammunitioncarriedon behalf

of theAdmiralty. Above: the Wanderersaving Lusitaniasurvivors



1917. The Oregon was seized off the Mexican coast becauseher

Germanchartererwassuspectedof aiding theenemyôswar effort. The

Americanownersof theshipandseveralcargoownerswould havebeen

entitledto collect the proceedsof their marineinsurancepolicies; those

without insurancewere required to seek recovery through the court.

Only threesuchvesselswereeverthesubjectof in prizeproceedings.

CanadaSupremeCourt Law stamps

bearing "IN PRIZE" overprinton an

OregonExchequerCourtdocument.



1928. One of the

biggest sailing ships

was the København.

The vesselboundfor

Melbourne vanished

without a trace after

makingher last radio

contact one day out

from BuenosAires.

Commerciallyused and

registeredcover(left)from

Tristan Da Cunha was

founddamagedoropenin

Capetownand officially

sealedbefore continuing

itsjourneytoGermany.

1890s-1930s. HBC

files in Manitoba

Archives show the

fleet of Hudsonôs

Bay Companywas

insuredatLloydôs.

HBCôsNascopiemovedfromSteamship

(S.S.) in the1933-34 seasons(right)to

RoyalMail Ship (R.M.S.) for the 1935

season (above). Though R.M.S. is

consideredscarcer,actualnumbersare

notknownastheofficialrecordsfor1935

aremissingfromtheNationalArchives.



Thesecondof CanadianPacific'sthreeshipsnamed

Empressof Britain was hometo MackenzieKing

ashetraveledto theKingôscoronationin 1937.

The story of the Empressof Britain endedfifteen monthslater whennotationsin LloydôsWar

Losses: TheSecondWorld War tell usshewasseverelydamagedin anair attackon October26

andwason fire on October27. Shewasñtakenin tow but sunkby submarineonOctober28.ò

WhentheKing andQueenboardedTheEmpressof Britain in 1939for the trip homeafter the royal

visit to Canada,theKing occupiedthesamesuiteashadbeenassignedtheP.M. threeyearsearlier.

Thispicturepostcard

fromtheEmpressof

Britain bears a

Paquebotcancelas

wellasñInsufficiently

Paidò(all caps,non-

serif)insidea single

linebox. Theamount

owed (1½d) is

marked separately

with Whitneyôsstyle

18/2 at Southampton

(station723).



German U-boat mail addressed to a submarine commander.

1939GermanU-boatwarfare

commenced with an

embarrassingmiscalculation

when U-30 mistook the

passengerliner Athenia for

an armedtroop transportand

sankherwithout warning.


