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50th Anniversary of the Japanese Antarctic Research Expedition 
. 

     Japan resumed its activities in the Antarctic to participate in the scientific programmes of the International Geophysical 

Year in 1957-58 about half a century after the first Japanese party led be Lt. Nobu Shirase was sent there in 1910-12. 

     The first Japanese Antarctic Research Expedition (JARE) was sent on board the Japan Coast Guard research ship SOYA 

to the Antarctic in 1956 to carry out scientific research in 

various fields.  On Jan. 29, 1957, the Japanese Syowa  Station was 

established at 69°00'S, 39°35'E on the Ongul Islands, Prince Harald 

Coast.  Six Expeditions were dispatched between 1956 and 1962. Syowa 

Station is about 14,000 km from Japan. Supplies for the station are 

transported by ship. 

     Syowa Station was closed between 1962 and 1965 because of the 

decommissioning of the resupply ship SOYA.  The icebreaker FUJI was 

built during this period.  With the new means of transportation Syowa 

Station was reopened on Feb. 1, 1966 by the seventh  JARE and the 

facilities at the station were expanded. 

     In July 1970, Mizuho Station was established at 70°42'S, 44°20'E 

(2230m above sea level), about 270 km southeast of Syowa Station.  

Between 1976-85 the station was occupied year-round by several 

scientists, conducting research on meteorology, glaciology, and upper 

physics. 

     The third icebreaker SHIRASE was launched in 1981 and took over 

the task of FUJI in 1983.  The commissioning of SHIRASE made it 

possible for JARE to expand the area of its activities and to establish the Asuka Station at 71°32'S, 24°08'E (930 m above 

sea level) to the north of the Sr Rondane Mountains, about 670 km west-southwest of Syowa Station.  The station has been 

used as a base for geological field work in the summer season.  Research parties wintered over the station every winter 

from January 1987 to November 1991.              (Japanese Antarctic, continued on page 78)  


