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Palouse Water
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Pond 9 built by CCC in 1930s

Headwaters of Paradise Creek

Pristine beauty vs.

Traditional dumping ground

(until gated in 1994)…

…and road erosion

(abandoned county road)
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Formed by 

wind erosion

Field burning to remove 

weeds and stubble…

…leads to springtime 

erosion…

…grazing impacts…

…and channel 

straightening…
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Mountain View Park:

Filled-in wetlands

No trees in riparian zone

Lawn chemicals

—Moscow & Pullman

• Parks

…channelization…

…bank erosion…

…“ecology” blocks…

…Paradise Creek Street

(¼ mile flow under street)…
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…Student Rec Center…

…new flood basin…

…Hogg Creek housing 

(and culvert)…

…Inn on Paradise Creek…

…parking lot storm drains 

bring

anti-freeze

…and other pollutants…

and thermal discharge…
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…construction site erosion…

Current regulations 

(2004 site) require 

stormwater retention…

…“cleaning out” 

the creek…

…and “making way” 

for power lines
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Moscow Water Reclamation 

and Reuse Plant
(contributes 75% of flow in summer!)

Constructed Wetlands @ MWTP

Squeezed in… no

overhanging vegetation

…+ 19 RR bridges 

since 1885…
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…erosion from road cuts, 

disturbed banks, and 

grazing…

Creek clean-up 

starts at pond 9…

…and progresses…

clean-up removed trash +

3 cars and a bus…

…planting trees in riparian zone

helps cool stream & provides habitat…
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…divided slope farming 

and uncultivated 

“eyebrows” help reduce 

soil erosion…

…volunteers identify

storm drains…

…and stabilize steep

banks with geo-textiles…

…and channelized ag land

with root wad revetments…

…and log crib revetments…
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Measuring success…
• stream depth

• species inventories

• chemical analysis

Sweet Avenue Project…
former industrial site with 

plentiful pollution… 

Fall 1999
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…and it flooded…

Feb 2000

March 2000
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March 2004

2005 Update March

May

Beaver Work 2006
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Jan 2008

Mar 2006 May 2007

Feb 2008

Feb 2009 Mar 2009

May 2009 Nov 2010

2nd Phase

Creek Restoration 2010 (Oct & Nov)
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Jan 2011 Apr 2011

Jan 2011 Apr 2011

Jun 2015

Mar 2014Mar 2012

Feb 2016

Jan 2018
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Dec 2018

Feb 2021

It didn’t flood!
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…design with stream health in mind…

• Restore creek when possible!!!

…and a little help from their friend…

…and of course there’s a free 

Android/Apple app that you can use to 

check out your local creek’s well-being!

Download: How’s My Waterway?
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