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Solid Waste

1

2

3



2

Not just on the surface!

The problem is 

growing  and

the  landfills are

filling up…
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…as are oceans and rivers…

On the Thames in London…
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Ada County vs.
South Korea (95%)

US Municipal Solid Waste Recycling Performance

1986
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EPA Applauds the Seattle Mariners for award-winning green ballpark and games

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency office in Seattle is extending a big congratulations to the Seattle Mariners baseball 
team for winning the “Setting an Example Award” at the Sustainability Leadership Awards hosted by Sustainable Seattle on Jan.
23rd. The EPA Green Sports Week of Action, from Jan. 26-30 highlights sustainability work of sports teams, facilities, and outdoor 
organizations across the nation. 

The Mariners received the award for their leadership in sustainable ballpark operations since 2006. The team recently became 
the first team in Major League Baseball to install energy-saving LED lighting in their ballpark to replace less efficient metal halide 
fixtures. The new LED lights are expected to reduce energy consumption by 60 to 70 percent and last 30 times longer than the 
old lights. In addition, the Mariners recycle or compost over 90 percent of all waste generated at Safeco Field. In 2013, the 
Mariners diverted over three million pounds of waste from landfills and saved $114,000 in waste disposal costs. 
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..are landfills the solution?…

…or it could go here>
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Landfill-fed methane power 

plants in California

Bioremediation
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Solar Detoxification

Solutions:
• Reduce

• Reuse

• Recycle

Pre-cycle:
• Recyclable packaging

• Minimal packaging

• Recycled products

A plan for New York
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Reality

Aggressive waste management

Diversion means dollars and jobs…
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Pete Seeger

Manage construction sites

Reuse building materials

Construction, Demolition & Landclearing

Acoustic Ceiling Tile
Brick
Concrete & Asphalt
Dirt & Soil
Drywall
Landclearing & Yardwaste
Reusable & Salvaged Building Materials
Mixed CDL
Porcelain
Rock
Roofing
Wood

Drywall waste 
block
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For example:

PVs recycled as 
cutting boards, 
walls, and tables

Disposal Tree for Construction Wastes…
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The Living Building Challenge

requires  substantial 

construction waste diversion.

Design for Disassembly
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Design for Disassembly Connectors

No Yes No                           Yes

Icebergs for Manhattan

Designed for 

modular assembly 

and disassembly
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Café designed for 
disassembly,
Hjortshoj-Braunstein, 

Denmark

Design so wastes for one 

process are supplies for 

others…

Cradle-to-cradle 

(C2C) concept

…but it’s linear processing…

40

41

42



15

It needs Polar Bears!

Reuse: Art
Burges Waste Whale 2018
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…energy and pollution…

as opposed to composting…

…it’s a design problem…
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… for home recycling…
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Goal: 60% recycling

(EU average)

http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/util/services/recyclingtour/default.htm

…make it easy…

Even so…Seattle North Transfer Station
Mahlum Architects
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Farm Street Recycle Centre, Westminster, UK

Shakesphere’s Globe 
Theatre, London

UK Recycling 

Collection

55

56

57



20

Waste Neutral @ Eden Project

2003 and 2006
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GXN Architects

BIG’s combo trash 
incinerator/ski slope, 
Copenhagen, Denmark

The incinerator from afar 
& inside and outside
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…consider the full range of recyclables…

…from compost to beauty…
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