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Daylighting Case Study:
The Broad Museum

Diller Scofidio + Renfro

Daniel Sauerbrey—runner-up napkin sketch
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http://www.architectmagazine.com/firms/diller-scofidio-renfro
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Design Concept:
The Veil and the Vault

Daylight Gallery

Control Light 
Vault

Sidelight Entry

Parking

1st Floor
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2nd Floor

3rd Floor

7

8

9



1/31/2021

4

Veil is lifted at 
corners for entry

Gallery Access Penetrates Vault

Intentionally dark journey, 
With a glimpse of the vault
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The journey ends in light and art

Stairs, Elevator, & Escalator meet in center of gallery

Gallery is toplighted and sidelighted
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Don’t eat the cake!

Concept: movable walls subdivide

Daylight fixtures face true north,
Can sun penetrate?

My blue arrow…
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Inside the vault

Sidelighted conference room on 2nd floor

Return to ground and LA
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Is it a light fixture at night?

Our Lady of Angels Cathedral
Rafael Moneo

A stripe of daylight leads one on a long path to 
the sidelighted nave
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Note the Aalto-inspired 
splayed apertures!

LA MOCA
Arata Isozaki
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What I expected to 
see…

Chagrin!

…but there was a holodeck!

28

29

30



1/31/2021

11

CalTrans Building
Thom Mayne/Morphosis
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Walt Disney Concert Hall
Frank Gehry

Daylighted lobby

Glare! No access!
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Horrible acoustics, but Ed Mazria!

Green-minded!

They know 
what I like!

The end
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