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Quiz #1

"Vacation Home Gallery Lighting"

For this problem you are the daylighting con-
sultant for vacation home owners Cristina Grajales 
and Isabelle Kirshner. Now that they've settled 
into their acclaimed upstate New York vacation 
home, they've decided to transform the two-story 
high, east-facing entry space into a mini-gallery 
to house a small collection of paintings, sculpture, 
and travel memorabilia. Your task is to intervene 
tastefully to assure that the daylighting in the 
space is appropriate for the artwork.

The owners have asked you to critique the 
existing conditions and to recommend a scheme 
for improving the daylighting in the space. The 
entry has shaded windows on three sides and two 
skylights. The east glass is protected by the exten-
sion of the perforated corrugated stainless steel 
screens which shade the north and south glazing. 
These screens are held away from the building’s 
walls, fi ltering the elements of wind, light, sun, 
and view. 

Salt Point, NY is at 42 degrees north latitude 
and has an humid climate with cold winters and 
muggy summers. 

Livingroom view through screened porch to the forest 
beyond.
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The perforated screen on the south facade seems 
solid in the daylight.

The site plan shows the clearing to the south and east 
of the home.



The Salt Point House was written up by Beth Broome in the January 2008 issue of Architec-
tural Record and photographed by Scott Frances of ESTO. Their text and photos as well as archi-
tectural drawings are given below and on the following pages to help you understand the build-
ing.
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The two-story entry space as viewed externally from the east  and internally from south.

1. Citing the text on page 2 and visual evidence in these photo, describe three (3) lighting 
and comfort problems posed by the design of the entry/mini-gallery to-be.
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View through the south window into the entry.



2. Point out and explain three (3) daylighting solutions for the space. Use (draw on) the plans 
and section below to make your comments clear.
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3. Show your remodeling features in the plan section below. Indicate where you'd place 
three large paintings and one large stone sculpture in this space. Show the light distribution at 
about 9am on a sunny June morning.4 
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West to east section shows north wall in elevation.

In plan and section, 5 is the entry hall/mini-gallery.


