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Arch 464
ECS
Spring 2012 Name_______________________________________

Quiz #1

"What's Black and White and Light All Over?"

For this problem you are the architectural lighting 
critic for The New York Times. Your editor wants you to 
analyze and report on a residential retrofi t in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, which was praised in Architectural Record. Use the 
information from AR to help form you opinion (sorry, you 
don't get to go to Sydney!). 

Context. Sydney is in the southern hemisphere..  

READ THE ENTIRE QUIZ BEFORE YOU BEGIN!
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The garage, on the 882-square-foot 
site opens onto a back street that 
defi nes the north edge of the site. 
Note that one garage sidewall is 
black and the other is white.

The front door below, a double 
height steel portal, is at the end of a 
pedestrian cul-de-sac.

The south wall of the offi ce consists of a black bookshelf and the 
translucent glazed entry door.
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The all-white daylighted bathroom above contrasts with 
the black and white palette of the living room (top left) 
and the bedroom (bottom left). Note that the bathroom is 
lighted by a south-facing clerestory monitor and shares 
daylight with the living room and bedroom through a 
relight located above its black outer walls.
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4 pts. 1. Indicate how light is distributed in the residence's four major spaces—living room (6), bed-
room (5), garage (4), and offi ce/dining/kitchen (2, 3). Use the plans below to show the spatial distri-
bution of light. Annotate your drawings explain your thinking and representation of the light.
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4 pts. 2.  The architect has chosen a "stark palette" of matte surfaces—either black or white, including 
even the white translucent glazing in all the door and window apertures. Fully discuss the merits and 
limitations of this palette in creating or mitigating glare. Use diagrams to show specifi c instances in 
the building that illustrate your discussion.
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3. The architect's design intent was to create spaces for displaying Mervyn Bishop's black and 
white photography, some of which is hung on an upstairs wall not shown below. The homeowner has 
obtained two new prints, which are about 2 feet wide—a beach scene and a street scene, shown be-
low. Show where you think they should be hung in the living room view below and explain why. 

2 pts.


