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Arch 464
ECS
Spring 2012 Name_______________________________________

Quiz #2

"Do Water and Poetry Mix?"

For this problem you are the water use consultant for the Poetry Foundation and John Ronan 
Architects. The Foundation’s Board is not satisfi ed with the water conservation strategies employed 
on the site. The completed building features an urban garden that does little to control stormwater, 
much less celebrate it. Your role is to suggest greener and more poetic alternatives for water use and 
treatment throughout the building and on the site.

Context. The site is in a dense mixed-use neighborhood on Chicago’s near north side. Chicago 
has a temperate climate with about 40 inches of rain each year. The building is connected to city 
water supply and sewers.

Description. Architectural Record described the project in its November 2011 issue. The text of 
that description is on pages 2–3 of the quiz. 

READ THE ENTIRE QUIZ BEFORE YOU BEGIN!
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You enter the building through the open NE corner, walk 
diagonally through the garden to the vestibule entry.
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Photos on this page show the stark nature of the garden 
and the implied diagonal path through it.
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The stairway at the east end of the building provides roof and basement access.
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3 pts. 1. Describe three strategies the architects could have planned to employ (but didn't) to manage 
stormwater. On the plan below show how each impacts the site plan. Critique each for its merits, 
aesthetics, and limitations on this site.
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2.  Describe three fi xtures the architects could have planned to employ (but didn't) to demon-
strate alternative means to deal with gray and black water. On the partial plans below show where 
each would be located in the building. Critique each for its merits, aesthetics, and limitations in this 
building.

3 pts.
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4 pts. 3. Make two concept sketches that show how your suggestions in question 1 serve to im-
prove both the stormwater management and usability of the garden. You may add other ele-
ments to your sketches. Call out and explain the improvements to the garden.


