
1
Arch 464
ECS
Spring 2005 Name_______________________________________

Quiz #3

"Is the Spring Lake Visitors’ Center Sustainable"

For this problem you are a green archi-
tecture critic who is evaluating Obie
Bowman's 1988 Spring Lake Visitors' Center
as an icon of the green architecture move-
ment.

You have the opportunity rate it and to
comment on its successes and failures. In
June 1995, Architecture published the
building, praising its sustainable arc
hitecture features. The article is reprinted
here on page 2. Use this article and the
illustrations to help make your assessment.
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Obie Bowman nestled the pyramid into the sparsely
forested landscape. He screened the exterior with redwood
louvres and clad the southeast facade in air-based solar
panels. A central hearth supplies heat when solar gains
are not adequate for solar heating.
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Critique
1 . Point out four features of the design that work toward sustainability. Explain why they are effec-

tive for a Visitors' Center in California.

Heating and Cooling sections—the attic fan pushes solar heated air into the building in winter and hot air is vented
through the attic and eave vents in summer with cool air drawn in from the north. Southeast is right!
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Improvements
2. Suggest three improvements that would make the building more sustainable and could be

integrated with the existing building. Explain each of your suggestions. Use sketches and diagrams
to make your intentions clear.
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Building Rating
3. Use the SBSE Regeneration-Based Checklist to rate the building, then interpret your

results, ultimately answering the question, "Is it sustainable?" Explain your rationale.3 
po

in
ts


