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Helsinki: History 

King Gustav Vasa  

Carl Ludvig Engel. 

Suomenlinna: Fortress island of Helsinki  

1550 
1812 
 

Industrial and 
economic growth 

Becomes Capital 
of Finland 
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Mobility 

HKL Tram 

HKL Metro 



Walkability 

Recreation Walking/Cycling 



Biophilia 



Carbon/Energy 



Metabolism 

• 1 million tons of waste generated 
each year 
• 50% of waste generated is used 
again in some capacity 



Governance 
Parliament: 
9 parties with seats that total 200 
• Social Democratic Party 
• Centre Party 
• National Coalition Party 

President: 
• Elected by direct popular vote 
for maximum of two 6 year 
terms. 
 

• Chooses prime minister 
• Powers are limited  

Sauli Niinisto - President 



Planning 

Helsinki City Plan  

Carl Ludvig Engel. Alvar Aalto 

Eliel Saarinen 

Helsinki Master Plan . 
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Culture 
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Green  City Scorecard 
Individual  
Isolated 
Reactive 

Collaborative 
Integrated 
Networked 

Mobility 

Pvt. Car Only o o o Bikes/Transit 
Networks 

Walkability 

Ped. Barriers o o o Ped. Friendly 

Biophilia 

Brownfield Barren Hardscape Private Lawns and 
Gardens 

Some Public Parks Park Network 

Carbon/Energy 

Wastefulness o o Incentives Pro-Planet 

Metabolism 

Throughput 
(Goods in Waste Out) 

o o o Closed Loop 
(Waste as Input) 

Governance 

Selfishness 
Anarchy 

Top-Down o o Cooperation 
Collaboration 

Planning 

No Plan o Future Goals o Plan Fulfillment 

Culture 

Fear of Others o o o Celebrated 
Diversity Valued 



Helsinki Green Rating: 

4.4! 

Yesssss! 
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