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Rating Green Cities
European cities are a powerful source 
of potent ideas and inspiring practice.

Are they models for American 
sustainable cities?

How can we evaluate them?

http://vimeo.com/27484133
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United States Europe

Autonomy Embeddedness

Self-Reliance Inclusive Relationships

Risk-Takers Risk-Averse

Personal Wealth Quality of Life

Private Property Collective Responsibility

Nature: to be conquered Nature: “invisible web of life”

Economic Growth Sustainable Development

Emphasis on Work “Leisure and deep play”

Comparing the U.S. and Europe

Source: Summary from Rifkin, The European Dream

Garden Bridge, London
Proposal accepted by 
Mayor Boris Johnson 
For construction in 2016
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The Twelve Guiding Principles

Spatial Content Process

Diversity, Safety, & 
Tolerance

Education, Science, 
& Culture

Long-Term Vision

City of 
Neighborhoods

Industry & Jobs Communication & 
Participation

City of Short 
Distances

Nature & 
Environment

Reliability, 
Obligation, & 
Fairness

Public Transport & 
Density

Design Quality Co-operation & 
Partnership

The Freiburg Charter for Sustainable Urbanism

Beatley Paragraph Headings

 Sustainable Mobility
 Walking Cities
 Biophilic Cities
 Climate Change & Renewable Energy
 Sustainable Urban Metabolism
 Green Governance
 Models for the Future

Source: Green Cities of Europe
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Rubric for Energy Production

5 bins from worst to best
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Copenhagen
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Venice
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xK9TP_B95nQ&feature=player_embedded


