Thoughts on the UI McCall Field Campus – Past and Future
A Rich History and Legacy
The College of Natural Resources has been on the Payette Lake site for many years.  It served for decades as the base camp and educational facility for our college-wide, required summer field courses (aka Summer Camp).  Thousands of alumni have an emotional connection to the site as the place where they established their relationship with the land and with other students who became lifelong friends.  

In the recent past, the site has been home to the McCall Outdoor Science School.  MOSS prepares graduate students for careers in environmental science education and introduces hundreds of Idaho school children and teachers to the science underlying environmental studies and natural resource management.  We also use the site as a retreat center for groups involved in natural resource management and activity related to the outdoors.

A Promising Future

Our past has been grand, and our future vision is bold.  We see potential for the University to make significant contributions in education well into the future.  As a land grant university, we are engaged with Idaho’s people in the process of community development, including both human development and economic development.  We imagine a future Place on the Lake that contributes to both.  We see it as an exceptional addition to the McCall area that adds economic value through its magnificent setting and unique programmatic niche.  We see as a world class place for human and societal development via its low profile, dispersed facilities and small scale – all helping to retain the values of the natural setting and fostering an atmosphere conducive to learning, quiet thought and reflection.   
We see partnership and complementarity as the routes to achieving the vision. The University of Idaho and Idaho Parks and Recreation ought to combine their assets, jointly conceptualize a future site and programs.  Working with other partners in the local area we can strike an effective public-private partnership, carry out our respective, intermingled missions of education and recreation, and achieve both human and economic development goals.  In short, we want to combine our energies and assets and demonstrate to the people of Idaho the power of a full, synergistic partnership.
Proposed Future for the McCall Field Campus: A UI/IDPR Partnership
Learning Center(ed) Vision: Right Feel, Unique Niche, Public Mission, Highly Effective
A shared vision and jointly conceptualized facility that 

   is a state-of-the-art residential field campus
    with high quality, low profile buildings and an intimate atmosphere
       that attracts an array of small scale symposia & public/professional education programs
         that contribute to the development of a well-informed citizenry and informed public policy
           on complex natural resource issues.
Steven Daley Laursen, Steven Hollenhorst; October 2005
The center’s educational offerings will bring together Idahoans young and old, professionals and citizens, to learn about and work toward solutions to the state’s issues and challenges.  The center’s symposia will gather small to medium assemblages of state, national and world leaders to grapple with resource issues at the interface of science and public policy.
Educational Program Vision: A Focus on Natural Resource Literacy and Problem Solving
A wide array of educational and outreach programs will be delivered at the Center.  The following describe current and potential programs.
· Graduate program: Professional Residency in environmental science education (current)
· Year-round K-12 residential Environmental Science Education program (current)
· Small scale symposia & conferences 

· University courses (100-200 level courses for area residents)
· Adult/continuing education for the broader community and basin (i.e. naturalist series of short courses)
· Intimate symposium/retreat center for leadership roundtables legislators, local officials, county commissioners and administrators, and agency personnel
· Workshops on development (microenterprise, entrepreneurship, jobs in the woods, alternative forest products, small scale tourism and amenity-based business, culture as a development asset.
· Continuing education workshops for practicing professionals

· Outdoor sports clinics and events, and training center (e.g., nationals for cross country skiing, etc.)
· State/Federal educational programs
Table 1. McCall Field Campus Program and Market Mix.
	Time of Year
	Day of Week

	
	Weekday
	Weekend

	School Year
	MOSS (K-12 School Groups)
MOSS Grad. Program
MOSS Teachers

MOSS Parent Chaperones
UI courses

Symposia

Professional/leader programs

Citizen programs
	MOSS Grad. Program
UI Field Trip Retreat Groups

Special Events

Ski groups

Sports Clinics

	Summer/

Holidays
	Academic courses

Conferences

Science Camps

Sports Camps

Retreat Groups

Special Events

Sports Clinics

Agency Trainings
	Academic courses

Conferences

Science Camps

Sports Camps

Retreat Groups

Special Events

Sports Clinics

Agency Trainings


Proposed MFC Facility Vision: Architecture as Pedagogy
· Sustainable building materials design and function

· Firewise construction

· Underutilized wood materials harvested locally for building, furniture, heating and cooling
· Educational/interpretive interface communicating function of each element to public
Proposed MFC Facility Elements: NOT Spartan; rustic, high quality, tuned to the natural setting, inside-out, sense of place
· Main Center (welcome center, bookstore, offices, and administration).

· Dining facility

· Thematic educational studios, classrooms, and labs
· Equipment livery/storage

· Residence facilities: grad student village, conference/symposium housing, student units
· Central bio-fuel power plant

Relationship to IDPR Facilities and Programs (see Figure 1)
· Integrated lodge/learning center functions

· Integrated lodge/visitor center functions

· Auditorium supporting lodge, visitor center, and learning center uses

· Integrated visitor center/day use area functions

· Biofuels power plant serving entire complex
Proposed Green Design Elements - Archtecture as Pedagogy

· Recycled, salvaged or engineered composite construction and furnishing materials

· Untreated construction materials to reduce off-gassing of VOCs

· Central biofuels heating plant using wood from surrounding fuel reduction projects
· Solar-preheated water

· Passive solar gain and natural light design 

· Photovoltaic roof panels and windmills

· Natural ventilation design

· Wood products milled from park fire restoration projects

· Other wood products Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified

· Roof rainwater collection for landscape irrigation and low-flush toilets

· Xeric landscaped grounds

· Living machine – onsite tertiary wastewater treatment

· Sustainable food systems

· Pedestrian campus

· Low-watt fluorescent lighting

· Motion detectors and timers for lighting

· Composting systems for food/plant waste

· Low-energy lighting, computers and electronics

· Integrated phone, data, and video network with wireless backbone
· Interpretation interface with green design elements
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Figure 1. Integrated Functional Relationships - Ponderosa State Park/UI Field Campus 
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