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Daylighting State-of-the-Art:

• Simmons Hall

• Laban Center 

• Sainsbury's

• Tate Modern

• St. Moritz

St. Ignatius, Steven Holl
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“The Sponge”

Stephen Holl
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But, what’s 

it like to live 

there??
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Toons and T-Shirts
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Laban Center for Dance

Greenwich, England

Herzog & DeMeuron
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Sainsbury’s Millennium Village Grocery

North Greenwich, England
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Tate Modern

London

Herzog & DeMeuron
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Old to New 6th Floor
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St. Moritz Church
Augsburg, Germany

John Pawson Ltd Architects
. 
Mindseye Lighting

Simply Divine: Daylight, 

augmented by an illuminated 

dome, bathes a baptismal font as 

reimagined by John Pawson for the 

St. Moritz Church (circa 1019).

St Moritz (1947) by Wolfgang Lettl
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Architect’s Intent:
“Simplicity,” says John Pawson, “allows us to focus on the things 

that matter.” The British architect's “minimalist” renovation of the 

Catholic church of St. Moritz in Augsburg, Germany, embodies 

that idea. Stark white walls, a pale limestone floor, and finely 

crafted oak joinery give a harmonious expression to the diverse 

parts of a building formed in a thousand-year process of addition 

and subtraction, but also serve the project's greater purposes: to 

strengthen the connection between the architecture and the rituals 

of the church, and to engender a sense of the sacred.

The manipulation of light—both daylight and 

electric—played a critical role in Pawson's plan. Its 

effects are mostly subtle. Visitors should not feel that 

they are watching a show, explains the architect—but 

the first experience of the building is spectacular. From 

the newly reinstated west entrance door, a visitor's gaze 

is drawn through the full length of the building to the 

east, where windows lining the rounded apse have been 

replaced with panes of white onyx. During the day, the 

apse fills with diffuse light–and a hint of the 

numinous–while the translucent stone provides a point 

of visual interest on which the eye can comfortably 

rest. 
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Before - After
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Before - After

Before - After
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Before - After

Before - After
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Baptistery Views

Confessional Chapel – Meditation Room
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Organ Pipes

Sacrament Chapel
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