
Educating Unique Populations Pedagogy and Practices in 
Prison



Introduction

• What this is not:
• A lecture

• What this is:
• Pedagogy in practice

• Zoom viewers: there are two documents that you 
can download that accompany this presentation.  
Please do not open either of these documents 
until we get to that part of the discussion.



Breaking the 
Ice/Setting the Tone

• Introductory practice
• Address nervousness
• Find common ground
• Introduce levity and ordered disorder
• Model nontraditional facilitation 

• Wagon wheel
• Split group into two; one circle facing out and one circle 

facing in
• Place privileged students on the inside
• Shift from superficial to more meaningful prompts 
• Let the volume take over

• Zoom viewers: please join me in observing how the dynamics 
of the room change as the exercise progresses.



What should/do we expect from our 
incarcerated students?

• Take a moment to think about this question and I 
invite you to write down the first thing that comes to 
mind

• In your small groups:
• Review the excerpts
• Reach an agreement about the source of the 

writing
• Identify the incarcerated (GED only) 

students
• Identify the UI students
• What markers did you use to assign 

student status? 
• Report back
• A word from other faculty

• Zoom viewers: please open the “educator expectations” file and 
complete the exercise using this file.  I have given you an array of 
excerpts; pick and choose which ones you want to examine.



What should/do our incarcerated 
students expect from us?
• In your small groups:

• Review the requests from the incarcerated 
students 

• Discuss their content and what it means to 
you

• Helpful prompts, if needed:
• Are there common themes in these 

requests? 
• What stood out to you?  
• How would you address incarcerated 

students’ expectations?

• Zoom viewers: please open the “student 
expectations” file and complete the exercise using 
this file.   



UI Educational Initiatives
• Current 

• Independent Study Idaho
• Inside Out
• Prison Lecture Series
• Extension
• UI student investment

• Prison tours
• Mentoring
• Knowledge bowl

• Coming soon
• Online classes
• In-prison seated classes 



A word from the outside students
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