Putting Together a Literature Paper
(from Teaching Compogition with Literature)

Your thegie ie your interpréation of the work or come acpect of it. If your inctructor
gives you a question (How does setting function in “The Storm”?), your theeic
chould be your answer fo that question.

Other frameg for creating thesee are:

1. (The author) ucee % to chow __ Y/ :

2. Through the uce of _><__ (the author) chowe (how) _%_
3. The development of __x__reveals __y .

Examplac of how thece might be filled in:

1. (Shakespeare) usac the x-plot to chow lago’e growing influence over Othello.

2. Through the uce of the groteeque, (Faulkner) chowe how Mise Emily’s cecrete
represent ugly truthe about the American South.

3. The development of the flea ac a eymbol for love reveale the desperation behind the
cpeaker’s attempt to saduce the lady he ic addroccing.

Body Paragraphe

After you state your thecic (in an Introduction), you muct eupport your thesie in your
body paragraphe. You must cite and explain paceages from the work iteelf that give
rise to your interpretation; thic is how you cupport your argument. Ramember that you
are explaining and interpreting the work and NOT cummarizing it (cimply refelling
what happenc). By following the model below, you can create any humber of body
pbaragraphe to cupport your thegsic.

The Five-Stap Paragraph
1. Topic Sentence 4. Explanation
2. Narrow Down Sentence 5. Conclugion
3. Quotation

In the topic centence you chould present some portion of your thecic fo be proven in
the paragraph. Using the framag above, your can present information incerted into
epacee x and y. Early paragraphe in the eseay focue on epace x; later paragraphe focug
on space y. Each new paragraph chould either develop a new portion or expand a point
made in a previoue paragraph.
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2 - The narrow down senfence chould point the reader’s attention fo 4 cpecific paceage

o

that cupporte your topic gentance.You chould name the source of the paceage (who ic
epeaking here”’), name the location of the paceage ( ic it foward the beginning of the
work, the end, in what paragraph?), or describe the content of the paseage (who'e
doing what?” what ie the epeaker eaying®?).

Quotation. In thic sentence you chould write out the paceage you pointed out in the
nharrow down centence. If you write it out word for word it mugt be in “quotation
marke.” If you paraphrage (rewrite it in your own wordg), you don’t need quotation
marke. However, whether you quote or paraphrace, you heed to document your source
by givng the lact name of the author and the page number oh which the paceage
oceure in the original: (Kennedy 97).

Explanation. In thie senfence you need to explain the meaning of the paceage you
juet quoted, and/or explain how that passage supporte your topic centence. Refer to
gpecific wrode in the paseage that carry cpecial meaning or extra importance and how
those worde give rice to your interpratation.

Conclugion. To conelude the body of the paragraph, you need to finich your

explanation of the paceage and eum up the pointe just pracanted. You may also need
to provide 4 transition to the next paragraph.

Analycic Checklict

Thecie

Topic Sentence
Narrow Down (location/epeaker/content)

Quote * " (referanca)
Explanation of quote’s key word(e)

Conclucion (relate meaning of quote to topic)
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1. lc the title of my eccay af leact moderately informative and interacting®’

2. Do | identify the cubject of my eseay (author and title) early?®

3. What ie my thegie® Do | ctate it coon enough (perhape even in the title) and keep
it in view?

4. le the organization reaconable’” Doec each point lead into the hext without
irrelevanciee and without anticlimaxes?’

5. le each paragraph unified by a fopic centence or 3 topic idea’?” Ara there adequate
trancitione from one paragraph to the next¢’

©. Are generalizatione cupported by appropriate concrete dataile, expecially by brief
quotationg from the text?’

7. le the opening paragraph intaracting and, by ite end, focused on tha fopic?’ l¢ the
final paragraph conclugive without being repetitive’?

€. le the tone (writer’c attitude toward hie/her work) appropriate’” No carcaem, no
apologies, ho condescengion”

O. It there ie 9 cummary, ie it a¢ brief ag poccible, given ite purpose’”

10. Are the quotatione adequately introduced, and are they accurate?”

11. lc the pracent tence uced to deccribe the author’e work and the action of the work
(“Chopin chows, Mre. Mallard cobe’)

12. Have | kept in mind the neede of my audience, for instancae by defining unfamiliar
termg, or by briefly cummarizing worke or opiniong that the reader may be
unfamiliar with?

18. le documentation provided where necoceary?’

14.. Are the cpelling and punctuation correcte” Are other mechanical mattere (cuch ae
marging, epacing, and citatione) in correct form%” Have | proofread carefully?’

15. le the paper properly identified—author’s name, inctructor’sname, course humber
and date”



How to Write an Effective Eceay (Barnet, Chap. 3)
1. Prewriting: Road the work carefully; annotate, make notee, RESPOND.

2. Drafting: Find a topic and thecic and get it down on paper. Try making an outline
for organization: leccar material to greater (to avoid anticlimax), simple to the
complex, move from moet obvioue fo leact obvioue. Get it down on paper; one word will
lead fo another. The procese of writing will elarify and improve your preliminary ideas.

3. Revicing: Allow at least a day before you revice ¢o you have a frach eye/brain.
Pay attention to the title: make one now if you haven't already; make it interecting
and information; can contain thegic; chould kaap you focuced while you revice.

The opening: engage the reader with opening centenceg; give necageary information
(author, story title); indicate your thesic; indicate what your organization will be. In
addition fo announcing your thesie early, keap the thesic in view throughout the eceay
(often the concluding centence of each paragraph refere back to the thecie, chowe how
the paragraph supporte the thesie, or keepe the thecic in view).

Inthe eloeing, do not cimply repeat the thesie or eay, “thue we cee." Qtrategiec: 1)
refer back to something in intro. to give cenge of clocure; 2) offer a naw bit of evidence
to drive your point home; 3) indicate that the theeie, now ectabliched, can be used in
other invectigations.

4. Editing: checking epelling, punctuation, and aceuracy of quotatione. Give credit to
courcae. Type 4 clean copy in correct format (cee cample eccaye in Kennedy and
MLA guidelineg).

Notice that the whole procece of writing about literature is really a procece of
responding and of revicing one’s recpohcec—not only one’e recpongec to the work of
literature but aleo to one’e own writing about those reeponcee (Kennedy 57).



