| ssues, strategies and prioritiesfor conservation and restoration
in the Palouse prairie: applications of landscape ecology

Field Trip April 14, 2005
FOR 527: LANDSCAPE ECOLOGY OF FORESTS AND RANGELANDS

FIELD TRIP OBJECTIVES AND SCHEDULE

On our field trip, scheduled for Thursday, April 14, 2005 from 1:30-5:30 PM, we will explore the
ecology of the Palouse. We'll talk about many of conservation issues in the Palouse, including soil erosion,
wildlife habitat, water quality, open space, housing development on productive farmland, weeds, and loss
and fragmentation of wetlands, remnant prairies and open ponderosa pine forests. We will al'so discuss a
variety of conservation strategies in the Palouse. These include land use regulation, agricultural programs
(CRP), agricultural practices, restoration efforts by organizations and individual landowners, conservation
easements, establishment of parks and reserves, and others.

We will leave promptly at 1:30 PM from the gravel parking lot north and east of the intersection of
Line and Sixth Streets. We will travel in Ul vehicles. Come prepared to walk through fields and steep
terrain, and dressed for wind as some of the sites are quite exposed. This required classfield trip will take
place whether it is sunny or rainy. We will return to campus by 5:30 pm.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What have been the mgjor trends in vegetation, soils, and human population in the Palouse in the |ast
century? To what degree have these been driven by changes in agricultural technology?

2. Strategiesfor conservation in the Palouse include land use regulation, agricultural programs (CRP),
wildlife habitat and riparian or stream improvement programs, water quality regulations, agricultural
practices, restoration efforts by organizations and individual landowners, conservation easements,
establishment of parks and reserves, and others. What strategies do you think will be effective in the
Palouse?

3. What can landscape ecology offer to strengthen and improve conservation strategies in the Palouse?
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