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Dr. John Foltz has been Associate Dean and Director of Academic Programs for the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences since 2004.  He works with student academic issues involving grades, curricula, counseling and student organizations among other areas.  In addition, he oversees student recruitment and retention efforts for the College as well as efforts in the area of scholarships, internships and job placement.

Prior to his appointment as Associate Dean, Dr. Foltz served as a Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology, with an area of expertise in Agribusiness Management.  He taught courses in the department’s agribusiness curriculum, which included a capstone class for graduating seniors, an agribusiness sales class, and a course on agricultural cooperatives. Other classes he has taught included introductory agricultural economics and upper-level agribusiness management classes.  He is an award-winning teacher and advisor, having received his College’s Outstanding Advising award, and the University of Idaho award for teaching excellence.  He is also a 7 time recipient of the University of Idaho’s Faculty Excellence Award, chosen by award recipient students as their most influential faculty member.

His research areas include looking at Country-of-Origin labeling (COOL) in the beef industry and the economics and capabilities of back to the farm traceback technology as well as exploring the feasibility of carbon credit marketing by Idaho dairies.  Other studies have included investigating the demand for consultants by Idaho dairy and potato farmers; researching consumer perceptions of trout as a food item; looking at the impact of the wine industry in Idaho; and teaching research involving class attendance and student performance, building the industry-institution interface and the use of case studies in the classroom.
Foltz’s international experience includes working in Russia in the area of agribusiness management and distance education, a ½ year sabbatical to New Zealand researching COOL in the beef industry, lecturing in an executive MBA program in Peru, and serving as the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences’ representative to Taiwan accompanying former Governor Dirk Kempthorne as part of a trade mission, and then returning to Taiwan to accompany students on several short-term study abroad trips. He has also done consulting with numerous Pacific Northwest agribusiness firms and has served as an expert witness in a number of court cases.  Foltz co-writes a bi-monthly management column for the magazine Feed and Grain. Professor Foltz received his Bachelors and Masters degrees from the Ohio State University.  Upon graduation, he worked for six years as a district manager for Ralston Purina in Ohio and Pennsylvania marketing livestock feed and animal health products.  Subsequently, he received his Ph.D. in agricultural economics from Purdue University and has been at the University of Idaho since 1991.
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